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The  upward  trend  in  work  stoppages  that  began  in  1964  was  halted  in 
1971  by  a  decline  in  all  major  measures  of  strike  intensity.  Man-days  of 
idleness  attributable  to  strikes  accounted  for  2.6  working  days  per  1,000 
in  1971,  compared  with  3.7  in  1970.  Recorded  strikes  and  lockouts  totaled 
5,135  in  1971,  significantly  below  the  5,716  in  1970.  Over  the  same  peri¬ 
od,  the  number  of  workers  involved  in  strikes  dropped  from  3,305,000  to 
3,263,000. 

Highlights  of  the  1971  strike  picture  were: 

Despite  a  full  collective  bargaining  calendar  in  1971, 
the  number  of  work  stoppages  was  well  below  1969  and 
1970  levels. 

At  the  same  time,  labor  and  management  negotiators  found 
it  more  difficult  than  in  previous  years  to  settle  the 
issues  that  caused  strikes.  The  average  mean  duration 
of  strikes,  at  27  calendar  days,  was  2  days  more  than 
in  1970  and  above  the  levels  of  any  year  in  the  post¬ 
war  period.  There  was  no  change  from  1970  in  the  11- 
day  median  duration  of  strikes;  the  highest  level  for 
the  past  two  decades. 

Fewer  stoppages  lasted  a  month  or  longer  in  1971  (1,473) 
than  in  1970  (1,500).  However,  because  of  the  large 
overall  decline  in  total  strikes  these  long  strikes  as 
a  proportion  of  the  total  were  higher  than  last  year, 

28.6  percent  and  26.4  percent,  respectively.  These 
long  stoppages  accounted  for  80  percent  of  man-days  of 
idleness  in  1970  and  78  percent  in  1971. 

Twenty-eight  major  stoppages,  each  involving  10,000  workers 
or  more,  accounted  for  over  one-half  of  the  workers  idled 
by  strike  during  the  year  and  somewhat  less  than  one-half 
of  strike  idleness.  Thirty-four  major  stoppages,  which 
accounted  for  one-half  of  the  workers  and  over  one-half 
of  all  idleness,  were  recorded  in  1970. 

The  major  issues  in  dispute,  in  descending  order  of  man-days 
idle  were:  general  wage  changes  (67  percent);  other  con¬ 
tractual  matters;  union  organization  and  security;  supple¬ 
mentary  benefits;  and  plant  administration  matters. 
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Over  one- half  of  all  1971  strikes  and  about  nine- tenths  of 
the  year's  strike  idleness  occurred  after  the  expiration 
of  existing  agreements.  One- third  of  all  stoppages 
occurred  during  the  term  of  an  agreement  and  did  not  in¬ 
volve  negotiations  of  new  contract  provisions.  These 
stoppages  however  accounted  for  only  20  percent  of  the 
workers  involved  and  less  than  6  percent  of  the  idleness. 

Man-days  of  idleness  in  the  highly  unionized  manufacturing 
sector  was  about  one- half  of  the  1970  level,  3.9  working 
days  per  1,000  in  1971.  In  nonmanufacturing  both  man-days 
of  idleness  and  their  relationship  to  available  days  of 
work  differed  only  slightly  in  the  2  years.  The  industries 
with  the  highest  idleness  totals  were  transportation,  com¬ 
munications,  and  other  utilities  which  had  13.4  million 
man-days  of  idleness  and  contract  construction  which 
accounted  for  6.9  million  man-days. 

The  number  of  strikes  conducted  by  government  employees  in 
1971  was  well  below  the  number  in  1970,  327  and  412  respec¬ 
tively.  Man-days  of  idleness  decreased  substantially  to 
893,000  in  1971,  compared  with  2,023,300  in  1970.  The 
percent  of  working  time  lost  dropped  from  0.06  percent  to 
0.03  percent. 

New  York  with  7.3  million  man-days,  California  with  3.1 
million  man-days,  and  Pennsylvania  with  5.0  million  man- 
days  led  the  States  in  strike  idleness  in  1971. 

Primarily  because  of  a  long  CWA  -  New  York  Telephone 

stoppage,  the  New  York  Standard  Metropolitan  Statistical 
Area  experienced  more  man-days  of  idleness  (5.4  million) 
than  any  other  metropolitan  area.  A  construction  industry 
stoppage  in  Los  Angeles,  California  contributed  heavily  to 
the  1.8  million  man-days  of  idleness  in  the  area. 

Idleness  resulting  from  work  stoppages  usually  peaks  in  May; 
the  number  of  stoppages  generally  is  highest  in  May  or  June. 
In  1971,  the  617  stoppages  that  started  in  June  and  the 
1,031  stoppages  in  effect  during  the  month  were  the  largest 
number  recorded  during  the  year.  Both  the  number  of  workers 
involved  in  strikes  and  man-days  of  idleness  peaked  in  July. 


Data  are  based  on  all  work  stoppages  involving  six  workers  or 
more  and  lasting  at  least  a  full  day  or  shift.  Figures  on  "workers 
involved"  and  "man-days  idle"  cover  all  workers  idled  for  as  long 
as  one  shift  in  establishments  directly  involved  in  a  stoppage. 

They  do  not  measure  the  indirect  or  secondary  effects  on  other 
establishments  or  industries  whose  employees  are  idled  as  a  result 
of  material  or  service  shortages.  Additional  information  will  be 
provided  in  an  annual  bulletin  now  being  prepared. 
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Table  1.  Work  stoppages  in  the  United  States.  1927—71 


Year 

Work  stpppages 

Workers 

involved  2/ 

Man-days  idle  during  year 

Number 

Duration 

Number 
( thou¬ 
sands) 

Percent 

of 

total 

employed 

Number 
( thou- 

Perce 

estimate 

workin 

it  of 
d  total 
a  time 

Per 

worker 

involved 

Mean  3/ 

Median 

sands) 

Total 

economy 

Private 

nonfarm 

1927  . 

707 

26.5 

3 

330 

1.4 

26,200 

(4/) 

0.37 

79.5 

1928  . 

604 

27.6 

(4/) 

314 

1.3 

12,600 

(4/) 

.17 

40.2 

1929  . 

921 

22.6 

(4/) 

289 

1.2 

5,350  | 

(4/) 

.07 

18.5 

1930  . 

637 

22.3 

(4/) 

183 

.8 

3,320 

(4/) 

.05  I 

18.1 

1931 . 

810 

18.8 

(4/) 

342 

1.6 

6,890 

(4/) 

.11  ' 

20.2 

1932  . - . 

841 

19.6 

(4/) 

324 

1.8 

10,500 

(4/) 

.23 

32.4 

1933  . - . 

1,695 

16.9 

(4/) 

1,170 

6.3 

16,900 

(4/) 

.36 

14.4 

1934  . 

1,856 

19.5 

(4/) 

1,470 

7.2 

19,600 

(4/) 

.38 

13.4 

1935  . 

2,014 

23.8 

(4/) 

1,120 

5.2 

15,500  i 

(4/) 

.29 

13.8 

1936  . 

2,172 

23.3 

(4/) 

789 

3.1 

| 

13,900 

(4/) 

.21 

17.6 

1937  . 

4,740 

20.3 

(4/) 

1,860 

7.2 

28,400 

(4/) 

.43 

15.3 

1938  . 

2,772 

23.6 

(4/) 

688 

2.8 

9,150 

(4/) 

.15 

13.3 

1939  . 

2,613 

23.4 

(4/) 

1,170 

3.5 

17,800 

0.21 

.28 

15.2 

1940  . 

2,508 

20.9 

(4/) 

577 

1.7 

6,700 

.08 

.10 

11.6 

1941 . - . 

4,288 

18.3 

(4/) 

2,360 

6.1 

23,000 

.23 

.32 

9.8 

1942  . 

2,968 

11.7 

(4/) 

840 

2.0 

4,180 

.04 

.05 

5.0 

1943  . 

3,752 

5.0 

(4/) 

1,980 

4.6 

13,500 

.10 

.15 

6.8 

1944  . 

4,956 

5.6 

(4/) 

2,120 

4.8 

8,720 

.07 

.09 

4.1 

1945  . 

4,750 

9.9 

(4/) 

3,470 

8.2 

38,000 

.31 

.47 

11.0 

1946  . 

4,985 

24.2 

(4/) 

4,600 

10.5 

116,000 

1.04 

1.43 

25.2 

1947  . 

3,693 

25.6 

(4/) 

2,170 

4.7 

34,600 

.30 

.41 

15.9 

1948  . 

3,419 

21.8 

(4/) 

1,960 

4.2 

34,100 

.28 

.37 

17.4 

1949  . . . 

3,606 

22.5 

(4/) 

3,030 

6.7 

50,500 

.44 

.59 

16.7 

1950  . 

4,843 

19.2 

8 

2,410 

5.1 

38,800 

.33 

.40 

16.1 

1951 . 

4,737 

17.4 

7 

2,220 

4.5 

22,900 

.18 

.21 

10.3 

1952  . 

5,117 

19.6 

7 

3,540 

7.3 

59,100 

.48 

.57 

16.7 

1953  . - . 

5,091 

20.3 

9 

2,400 

4.7 

28,300 

.22 

.26 

11.8 

1954  . 

3,468 

22.5 

9 

1,530 

3.1 

22,600 

.18 

.19 

14.7 

1955  . 

4,320 

18.5 

8 

2,650 

5.2 

28,200 

.22 

.26 

10.7 

1956  . 

3,825 

18.9 

7 

1,900 

3.6 

33,100 

.24 

.29 

17.4 

1957  . 

3,673 

19.2 

8 

1,390 

2.6 

16,500 

.12 

.14 

11.4 

1958  . 

3,694 

19.7 

8 

2,060 

3.9 

23,900 

.18 

.22 

11.6 

1959  . 

3,708 

24.6 

10 

1,880 

3.3 

69,000 

.50 

.61 

36.7 

1960  . 

3,333 

23.4 

10 

1,320 

2.4 

19,100 

.14 

.17 

14.5 

1961 . 

3,367 

23.7 

9 

1,450 

2.6 

16,300 

.11 

.12 

11.2 

1962  . 

3,614 

24.6 

9 

1,230 

2.2 

18,600 

.13 

.16 

15.0 

1963  . 

3,362 

23.0 

8 

941 

1.1 

16,100 

.11 

.13 

17.1 

1964  . 

3,655 

22.9 

8 

1,640 

2.7 

22,900 

.15 

.18 

14.0 

1965  . 

3,963 

25.0 

9 

1,550 

2.5 

23,300 

.15 

.18 

15.1 

1966  . 

4,405 

22.2 

9 

1,960 

3.0 

25,400 

.15 

.18 

12.9 

1967  . 

4,595 

22.8 

9 

2,870 

4.3 

42,100 

.25 

.30 

14.7 

1968  . 

5,045 

24.5 

10 

2,649 

3.8 

49,018 

.28 

.32 

18.5 

1969  . 

5,700 

l  22.5 

10 

2,481 

3.5 

42,869 

.24 

.28 

17.3 

1970  . 

5,716 

!  25.0 

11 

3,305 

4.7 

66,414 

.37 

.44 

20.1 

1971 . 

5,135 

27.0 

1 

11 

3,263 

4.5 

47,417. 

?.26 

.32 

14.5 

The  number  of  stoppages  and  workers  related  to  those  stoppages  beginning  in  the  year;  average  duration,  to  those  ending  in  the  year. 
Man-days  of  idleness  include  all  stoppages  in  effect. 

Available  information  for  earlier  periods  appears  in  Handbook  of  Labor  Statistics.  BLS  Bulletin  1705  (1971),  table  144-149.  For  a  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  procedures  involved  in  the  collectionand  compilation  of  work  stoppage  statistics,  see  BLS  Handbook  of  Methods  for  Survey  and 
Studies.  BLS  Bulletin  1711  (1971),  chapter  19.  Agricultural  and  government  employees  are  included  in  the  total  employed.  An  explanation  of 
the  measurement  of  idleness  as  a  percentage  of  the  total  employed  force  and  of  the  total  time  worked  is  found  in  "Total  Economy  Measure  of 
Strike  Idleness"  by  Howard  N.  Fullerton,  Monthly  Labor  Review.  Vol.  91,  No.  10,  Oct.  1968. 

_2/  In  these  tables,  workers  are  counted  more  than  once  if  they  were  involved  in  more  than  1  stoppage  during  the  year. 

3/  Figures  are  simple  averages;  each  stoppage  is  given  equal  weight  regardless  of  its  size. 

_4/  Not  available. 
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Table  2.  Work  stoppages  by  duration,  1971 


Duration 

Stoppages 

Workers  involved 

Man-days  idle 

Number 

Percent 

Number 
( thousands) 

Percent 

Number 

(thousands) 

Percent 

All  stoppages  - 

5,150 

100.0 

3,272.8 

100.0 

62,100.8 

100.0 

1  day - - - 

673 

13.1 

185.3 

5.7 

185.3 

0.3 

2  to  3  days  - 

688 

13.4 

768.7 

23.5 

1,373.6 

2.2 

4  to  6  days  - 

642 

12.5 

251.8 

7.7 

895.1 

1.4 

7  to  14  days  - 

886 

17.2 

740.8 

22.6 

4,099.2 

6.6 

15  to  29  days  - 

788 

15.3 

614.0 

18.8 

7,191.8 

11.6 

30  to  59  days - -  — 

734 

14.2 

385.0 

11.8 

11,033.6 

17.8 

60  to  89  days - - - 

364 

7.1 

174.3 

5.3 

7,527.2 

12.1 

90  days  and  over  - 

375 

7.3 

152.8 

4.7 

29,795.1 

48.0 

_1/  The  totals  shown  here  differ  from  those  in  other  tables  as  these  relate  to  stoppages  ending  in  the  year,  and  include  idle¬ 
ness  occurring  in  prior  years. 


NOTE:  Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals. 


Table  3.  Work  stoppages  by  number  of  workers  involved,  1971 


Number  of  workers 

Stoppages  beginning  in  year 

Man-days  idle  during 
year 

Number 

Percent 

Workers  involved 

Number 
( thousands) 

Percent 

Number 
( thousands) 

Percent 

All  workers  - 

5,135 

100.0 

3,263.2 

100.0 

47,417.2 

100.0 

6  and  under  20  - 

673 

13.1 

8.2 

0.3 

185.3 

0.4 

20  and  under  100  - 

1,943 

37.8 

96.8 

3.0 

1,992.2 

4.2 

100  and  under  250  - 

1,194 

23.3 

189.1 

5.8 

3,071.0 

6.5 

250  and  under  500  - 

701 

13.7 

243.8 

7.5 

3,596.9 

7.6 

500  and  under  1,000  - 

329 

6.4 

225.9 

6.9 

3,206.2 

6.8 

1,000  and  under  5,000  - 

241 

4.7 

446 . 1 

13.7 

8,813.7 

18.6 

5,000  and  under  10,000  - 

26 

.5 

163.8 

5.0 

3,509.9 

7.4 

10,000  and  over  - 

28 

.5 

1,889.4 

57.9 

23,042.0 

48.6 

NOTE:  Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals. 


Table  4.  Work  stoppages  by  major  issue,  1971 


Major  issue 

Stoppages  beginning  in  year 

Man-days  idle  during 
year 

Number 

Percent 

Workers  involved 

Number 
( thousands) 

Percent 

Number 

(thousands) 

Percent 

All  stoppages  - 

5,135 

100.0 

3,263.2 

100.0 

47,417.2 

100.0 

General  wage  changes  - 

2,598 

50.6 

2,132.6 

65.4 

31,693.3 

66.8 

Supplementary  benefits  - 

40 

.8 

77.3 

2.4 

2,800.1 

5.9 

Wage  adjustments  - 

159 

3.1 

94.0 

2.9 

574.8 

1 . 2 

Hours  of  work  - 

5 

.1 

1.6 

(1/) 

3.8 

( _1/) 

Other  contractual  matters  - 

116 

2.3 

49.6 

1.5 

5,048.0 

10 . 6 

Union  organization  and  security  - 

482 

9.4 

178.6 

5.5 

3,326.8 

7.0 

Job  security  - 

210 

4.1 

104.7 

3.2 

1,007.2 

2. 1 

Plant  administration  - 

904 

17.6 

507.4 

15.5 

2,300.4 

4.9 

Other  working  conditions  - 

155 

3.0 

40.8 

1.3 

266.8 

.  6 

Interunion  and  intraunion  matters  - 

415 

8.1 

72.1 

2.2 

350.4 

.7 

No  information  - 

51 

1.0 

4.3 

.1 

45.6 

.i 

1/  Less  than  0.05  percent. 

NOTE:  Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals. 
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Table  5.  Work  stoppages  by  contract  status  and  major  issue,  1971 


Contract  status  and  major  issue 

Stoppages  beginning  in  year 

Man-days  idle 

during  year 

Number 

Percent 

Workers  involved 

Number 

(thousands) 

Percent 

Number 
( thousands) 

Percent 

All  stoppages  - 

5,135 

100.0 

3,263.2 

100.0 

47,417.2 

100.0 

Negotiation  of  first  agreement  - 

657 

12.8 

79.1 

2.4 

2,260.1 

4.8 

General  wage  changes  - 

240 

4.7 

35.6 

1.1 

605.7 

1.3 

Supplementary  benefits  - 

2 

an 

.2 

(1/) 

1.0 

(1/) 

Wage  adjustments  - 

6 

1.4 

(1/) 

43.3 

.1 

Other  contractual  matters  - 

4 

a 

.9 

(1/) 

3.5 

(1/) 

Union  organization  and  security  - 

363 

7.1 

35.4 

1.1 

1,465.0 

3.1 

Job  security  - 

10 

.2 

.4 

(1/) 

9.3 

(1/) 

Plant  administration  - 

25 

.5 

3.4 

.1 

48. 1 

.1 

Other  working  conditions  - 

2 

(1/) 

.2 

(1/) 

1.8 

an 

Interunion  or  intraunion  matters  - 

5 

.1 

1.7 

.1 

82.5 

.2 

Renegotiation  of  agreement  (expiration 

or  reopening) - 

2,632 

51.3 

2,513.3 

77.0 

42,373.0 

89.4 

General  wage  changes  - 

2,310 

45.0 

2,091.8 

64.1 

31,034.8 

65.5 

Supplementary  benefits  - 

37 

.7 

77.0 

2.4 

2,798.8 

5.9 

Wage  adjustments  - 

20 

.4 

8.6 

.3 

192.6 

.4 

Hours  of  work  - 

1 

(1/) 

(2/) 

(1/) 

.5 

an 

Other  contractual  matters  - 

102 

2.0 

38.5 

1.2 

4,862.6 

10.3 

Union  organization  and  security  - 

74 

1.4 

138.4 

4.2 

1,840.0 

3.9 

Job  security  - 

39 

.8 

16.4 

.5 

398.9 

.8 

Plant  administration  - 

38 

.7 

135.6 

4.2 

1,083.0 

2.3 

Other  working  conditions  - 

9 

.2 

6.2 

.2 

148.9 

.3 

Interunion  or  intraunion  matters  - 

2 

a/) 

.8 

a/) 

12.9 

a/) 

During  term  of  agreement  (negotiation 

of  new  agreement  not  involved)  - 

1,699 

33.1 

654.0 

20.0 

2,649.8 

5.6 

Wage  adjustments  - 

131 

2.6 

83.9 

2.6 

338.9 

.7 

Hours  of  work  - 

3 

.1 

1.3 

(1/) 

2.8 

(1/) 

Other  contractual  matters  - 

8 

.2 

10.1 

.3 

181.4 

.4 

Union  organization  and  security  - 

35 

.7 

3.5 

.1 

13.2 

(1/) 

Job  security  - 

157 

3.0 

87.0 

2.7 

595.6 

1.3 

Plant  administration  - 

820 

16.0 

365.5 

11.2 

1,156.4 

2.4 

Other  working  conditions  - 

141 

2.7 

34.2 

1.0 

115.6 

.2 

Interunion  or  intraunion  matters  - 

404 

7.9 

68.5 

2.1 

246.0 

.5 

No  contract  or  other  contract  status - 1 

80 

1.6 

8.8 

.3 

35.5 

.1 

General  wage  changes  - 

39 

.8 

2.5 

.1 

9.3 

(1/) 

Supplementary  benefits  - ■ 

1 

(1/) 

.1 

(1/) 

.3 

(1/) 

Wage  adjustments  - - 

2 

(1/) 

a/) 

.2 

(2/) 

(1/) 

Hours  of  work  - 

1 

(1/) 

.2 

(1/) 

.4 

(1/) 

Other  contractual  matters  - 

1 

(1/) 

.1 

(1/) 

.4 

(1/) 

Union  organization  and  security  - 

7 

.1 

.6 

(1/) 

2.4 

(1/) 

Job  security  - 

3 

.1 

.9 

(1/) 

1.0 

(1/) 

Plant  administration  - 

20 

.4 

2.9 

.1 

12.8 

(1/) 

Other  working  conditions  - 

3 

.1 

.2 

(1/) 

.4 

an 

Interunion  or  intraunion  matters  - 

2 

(1/) 

1.1 

(1/) 

8.3 

an 

Not  reported  - 

1 

a/) 

(2/) 

a/) 

(2/) 

an 

No  information  - 

67 

1.3 

8.0 

.2 

98.8 

.2 

X/  Less  than  0.05  percent. 

21  Less  than  100  workers  or  man-days. 

NOTE:  Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals. 
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Table  6.  Work  stoppages  by  industry  group,  1971 


Industry  group 


All  industries  - 

Manufacturing  - 

Ordnance  and  accessories  - 

Food  and  kindred  products  - 

Tobacco  manufacturers  - 

Textile  mill  products  - 

Apparel  and  other  finished  products  made  from 

fabrics  and  similar  materials  - 

Lumber  and  wood  products,  except  furniture  - 

Furniture  and  fixtures  - 

Paper  and  allied  products  - 

Printing,  publishing  and  allied  industries  - 

Chemicals  and  allied  products  - 

Petroleum  refining  and  related  industries  - 

Rubber  and  miscellaneous  plastics  products  - 

Leather  and  leather  products  - 

Stone,  clay,  and  glass  products  - 

Primary  metal  industries  - 

Fabricated  metal  products,  except  ordnance, 

machinery  and  transportation  equipment  - 

Machinery,  except  electrical  - 

Electrical  machinery,  equipment  and  supplies  - 

Transportation  equipment  - 

Professional,  scientific,  and  controlling  instru¬ 
ments;  photographic  and  optical  goods;  watches 

and  clocks  - 

Miscellaneous  manufacturing  industries  - 


Nonmanufacturing  - 

Agriculture,  forestry,  and  fisheries  - 

Mining  - 

Contract  construction  - 

Transportation,  communications,  electric,  gas,  and 

sanitary  services  - 

Wholesale  and  retail  trade  - 

Finance,  insurance,  and  real  estate  - 

Services  - 

Government  - 


Stoppages  beginning  in  year 

Man-days  idle  during  year 

Workers 

Percent  of 

Number 

involved 

Number 

estimated  total 

(thousands) 

(thousands) 

working  time 

a/)  5,135 

.3,263.2 

47,417.2 

0.26 

a/)  2,389 

848.4 

18,319.2 

.39 

5 

2.7 

41.6 

.08 

215 

85.4 

868.0 

.19 

5 

9.2 

347.6 

1.85 

36 

5.0 

70.3 

.03 

75 

19.3 

197.4 

.06 

66 

7.3 

194.8 

.13 

73 

10.9 

316.2 

.27 

98 

34.9 

1,006.2 

.58 

81 

28.7 

793.7 

.29 

132 

21.3 

687.5 

.27 

13 

7.6 

99.9 

.21 

88 

27.9 

426.4 

.29 

16 

6.5 

95.6 

.12 

155 

27.6 

489.7 

.31 

235 

100.9 

2,622.6 

.84 

350 

95.2 

2,028.2 

.60 

332 

124.1 

3,293.2 

.72 

174 

109.1 

1,549.4 

.34 

167 

107.6 

2,632.5 

.59 

29 

9.3 

402.0 

.37 

44 

7.7 

156.4 

.15 

a/)  2,760 

2,414.7 

29,098.0 

.22 

7 

1.5 

4.2 

(2/) 

657 

383.2 

4,934.4 

3.23 

751 

450.2 

6,851.2 

.83 

316 

1 , 266 . 7 

13,419.9 

1.18 

502 

134.0 

2,086.4 

.05 

23 

2.1 

61.7 

.01 

177 

25.7 

847.1 

.03 

327 

151.4 

893.0 

.03 

\/  Stoppages  extending  into  2  industry  groups  or  more  have  been  counted  in  each  industry  affected;  workers  involved  and  man-days 
idle  were  allocated  to  the  respective  groups. 

2!  Less  than  0.05  percent. 


NOTE:  Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals. 


6 


Table  7.  Work  stoppages  by  State  and  metropolitan  area,  '  1971 


State  and  metropolitan  area 


All  States 


Alabama  - 

Birmingham  - 

Huntsville  - 

Mobile  - 

Montgomery - - - 

Alaska  - 

Arizona  - 

Phoenix  - 

Tucson  - 

Arkansas  - 

Fort  Smith,  Ark.-Okla  ----- — - - 

(Arkansas  portion)  - 

Little  Rock- North  Little  Rock  - 

California  - 

Anaheim- Santa  Ana- Garden  Grove - 

Bakersfield  - 

Fresno  - 

Los  Angeles- Long  Beach  - 

Oxnard- Ventura - - - 

Sacramento  - 

Salinas- Monterey - 

San  Bernardino- Riverside- Ontario  -- 

San  Di ego  - 

San  Francisco- Oakland  - 

Marion  County - - - 

Oakland-  East  Bay - 

San  Francisco  - - 

San  Mateo  - 

San  Jose  - 

Santa  Barbara  - 

Stockton  - 

Val  leno-  Napa - - - 

Colorado  - 

Colorado  Springs  - 

Denver  - 

Pueblo  - 

Connecticut  - 

Bridgeport  - 

Hartford  - - - - 

New  Haven  - - - - 

New  London- Groton- Norwich  - 

Norwalk  - 

Stamford  - 

Waterbury  - 

Delaware  - 

Wilmington,  Del.-Md.-N.J - — 

( Delaware  portion)  - 

(New  Jersey  portion)  - 

District  of  Columbia  - 

Washington,  D.C.-Md.-Va - 

(District  of  Columbia  portion) 

(Maryland  portion)  - 

(Virginia  portion)  - 

Florida  - - 

Fort  Launde rdale-  Hoi lywood - 

Jacksonville  - - - - 

Miami  - 

Orlando  - 

Tampa- St.  Petersburg  - - 

West  Palm  Beach - - - - - 

Georgia  - 

Atlanta  - - -  — 

Augusta,  Ga.-S.C - 

Columbus,  Ga.-Ala  - - - 

Macon - - - - - 

Savannah - - - 

Hawaii - - - - - - 

Honolulu  - 

Idaho - - - - 

Boise  - 


Stoppages 

begin- 

ning  in 

year 

Workers 

Number 

involved 

5,135 

3,263.2 

79 

44.5 

28 

7.7 

5 

.4 

9 

6.7 

7 

1.6 

8 

.4 

37 

30.4 

21 

8.2 

11 

4.8 

25 

9.7 

8 

1.2 

6 

.9 

7 

2.7 

315 

387.9 

12 

21.2 

7 

15.9 

14 

6.0 

132 

137.2 

9 

4.5 

16 

18.4 

5 

2.0 

22 

22.8 

21 

12.5 

125 

80.8 

6 

.8 

59 

33.3 

41 

44.6 

19 

2.1 

25 

13.9 

6 

3.2 

12 

5.2 

7 

1.9 

54 

24.4 

10 

1.4 

35 

10.2 

5 

.7 

71 

29.4 

15 

1.5 

13 

2.5 

22 

6.6 

11 

1.2 

5 

.4 

6 

1.9 

7 

2.3 

36 

12.6 

41 

11.9 

32 

10.4 

5 

1.0 

31 

16.7 

45 

22.9 

29 

15.7 

10 

3.2 

6 

4.0 

82 

44.3 

8 

1.8 

9 

5.4 

30 

7.5 

10 

3.7 

19 

6.2 

6 

.3 

56 

35.8 

30 

9.1 

5 

.4 

5 

.5 

6 

.7 

10 

2.9 

21 

3.7 

12 

1.0 

20 

9.7 

8 

.3 

(Workers  and  man-days  in  thousands) 


Man-  days 
idle  during 
year  (all 
stoppages) 


State  and  metropolitan  area 


47,417.2 


777.2 

207.4 

9.5 

217.5 
5.0 

11.4 

461.2 

53.6 

81.9 

78.9 
6.1 

5.5 

20.3 
5,135.9 

253.7 

238.3 

87.5 
1,836.6 

54.4 

174.7 

27.8 

209.6 

102.4 
1,272.2 

8.7 

461.9 

762.3 

39.4 
202.1 

40.1 

84.2 

29.8 

193.8 
10.0 

82.2 
2.3 

471.3 

7.2 

92.6 

88.7 

30.1 

7.6 

6.9 

54.7 

292.9 

278.3 
261.0 

13.2 

126.6 

131.9 
100.8 

15.0 

16.2 

445.4 

14.2 

37.3 

75.2 

19.6 

67.3 
.8 

389.8 

160.9 

1.2 
1.5 
2.2 

46.9 

32.2 

27.8 

66.2 

4.9 


Illinois  - 

Champaign-  Urbana - 

Chicago- Northwestern  Indiana  Standard 

Consolidated  area  - 

Chicago  - 

Decatur  - 

Peoria  - 

Rockford  - - - 

Springfield  - 

Indiana  - 

Anderson  - 

Evansville,  Ind.-Ky - 

(Indiana  portion)  - 

Fort  Wayne  - 

Gary- Hammond- East  Chicago  21 - 

Indianapolis  - 

Lafayette- West  Lafayette - 

Muncie  - 

South  Bend - - - 

Terre  Haute  - 

Iowa - - - 

Cedar  Rapids  - 

Davenport- Rock  Island- Moline,  Ill.- Iowa  -- 

(Iowa  portion)  - 

(Illinois  portion) - - - 

Des  Moines  - 

Dubuque  - 

Sioux  City,  Iowa- Neb r - 

(Iowa  portion) - - - 

Waterloo  - 

Kansas  - 

Topeka  - 

Wichita  - 

Kentucky  - 

Lexington  - 

Louisville,  Ky.-Ind - 

(Kentucky  portion)  - 

(Indiana  portion)  - 

Paducah  - 

Louisiana - — 

Baton  Rouge  - 

Lake  Charles  - 

New  Orleans  - 

Shreveport  - 

Maine - - - 

Maryland  - 

Baltimore - - - - - 

Massachusetts  - 

Boston - - 

Brockton  - 

Falls  River,  Mass. -R. I  - - 

(Massachusetts  portion) - - - 

Fitchburg  - 

Lawrence-  Haverhill ,  Mass.-N.H-- - 

New  Bedford  - - - - - - 

Pittsfield - - - - - - 

Springfield- Chicopee- Holyoke,  Mass. -Conn 

(Massachusetts  portion)  - - 

Worcester  - 

Michigan  - 

Ann  Arbor - - - - 

Bay  City  - 

Detroit  - - - - - - - - - 

Flint  . 

Grand  Rapids  - - 

Jackson  - - - - - - 

Kalamazoo - - - - 

Lansing  - 

Muskegon- Muskegon  Heights - - - 

Saginaw - - 


Stoppages  begin¬ 
ning  in  year 

Man-  days 
idle  during 
year  (all 
stoppages) 

Number 

Workers 

involved 

356 

228.8 

2,419.4 

6 

1.7 

8.6 

177 

134.1 

1,181.6 

145 

120.6 

1,016.7’ 

9 

3.9 

31.7 

25 

4.9 

111.2 

14 

9.7 

254.5 

11 

4.9 

37.1 

197 

96.6 

1,467.9 

5 

.5 

28.1 

13 

3.2 

200.4 

9 

2.9 

199.9 

35 

19.9 

190.4 

32 

13.5 

164.9 

22 

16.9 

199.9 

5 

1.0 

19.4 

11 

1.9 

25.9 

10 

1.6 

18.8 

15 

5.6 

38.0 

84 

45 . 6 

710.6 

9 

4.9 

19.3 

33 

8.0 

59.7 

14 

1.8 

15.8 

19 

6.2 

43.9 

22 

8.1 

128.7 

5 

1.3 

5.7 

13 

1.9 

39.5 

11 

1.8 

36.7 

6 

4.9 

18.5 

32 

30.9 

238.5 

10 

6.8 

30.0 

6 

2.6 

66.9 

150 

112.4 

1,228.5 

5 

1.9 

41.9 

56 

62.2 

718. 1 

46 

58.5 

570.2 

10 

3.7 

147.9 

9 

1.1 

20.9 

52 

35.1 

396.5 

8 

1.2 

20.3 

7 

1.1 

5.9 

26 

14.8 

255.1 

6 

1.8 

8.7 

14 

6.5 

154.7 

79 

46.3 

558.4 

57 

33.6 

472.4 

154 

42.2 

675.2 

80 

21.4 

372.1 

6 

1.0 

5.5 

9 

.2 

6.0 

9 

.2 

6.0 

6 

.3 

4.2 

5 

6.7 

33.9 

11 

1.6 

28.4 

11 

.8 

2.0 

14 

4.2 

116.9 

14 

4.2 

116.9 

15 

1.3 

24.1 

282 

126.3 

2,942.8 

10 

5.3 

28.3 

13 

2.6 

73.6 

125 

49.7 

1,077.0 

15 

3.2 

71.1 

30 

6.2 

141.5 

8 

1.6 

46.4 

11 

1.3 

32.9 

10 

5.5 

147.9 

15 

5.5 

359.1 

14 

3.2 

53.3 

f 
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Table  7.  Work  stoppages  by  State  and  metropolitan  area,'  1971 - Continued 


State  and  metropolitan  area 


Minnesota - - - -  — 

Duluth- Superior,  Minn.-  Wis - 

Minneapolis- St .  Paul  -- - - - 

Mississippi  - 

Jackson  - - - - 

Missouri  - 

Kansas  City,  Mo.-Kans  - 

(Missouri  portion)  - 

(Kansas  portion)  - - 

St.  Louis,  Mo.- Ill  - - - - 

(Missouri  portion)  - — 

( 1 1 1 inoi s  portion) - - - 

Springfield  - 

Montana - - - 

Billings  - 

Butte - - 

Great  Falls - - - - - -  — 

Nebraska  - 

Omaha,  Nebr.-  Iowa - - - 

(Nebraska  portion)  - 

Nevada  - 

Las  Vegas - - - 

Reno - - - - - - 

New  Hampshire - - - 

Manchester - - - 

New  Jersey - - - 

Atlantic  City - - - 

Jersey  City  - 

Newark - • - 

Paterson- Clif ton- Passaic - 

Perth  Amboy  - 

Trenton - - - - - 

New  Mexico - - - 

Albuquerque - - - 

New  York - - - 

Albany- Schenectady- Troy - -  — 

Binghamton,  N.Y.-Pa - 

(New  York  portion) - - - 

Buffalo  - 

Elmira - - - 

Kingston- Newburgh- Poughkeepsie - 

New  York- Northeastern  New  Jersey  Standard 

Consolidated  area  - 

New  York,  N.Y.  SMSA  3/  . 

Nassau  and  Suffolk  Counties  4/  - 

New  York  City_4/ - - - 

Rockland  County  - 

Westchester  County  - 

Rochester - - - 

Syracuse - - - 

Utica- Rome  - - - - - - 

North  Carolina  - 

Asheville - - - 

Charlotte - - - - - - - 

Durham  - 

Greensboro- High  Point- Winston- Salem - 

Raleigh - - - - - 

Wilmington - . - 

North  Dakota  - 

Fargo- Moorehead,  N.D.-Minn - 

(North  Dakota  portion)  - 

Ohio - 

Akron - - - 

Canton  - 

Cincinnati,  Ohio-  Ky .- Ind - 

(Ohio  portion)  - 

(Kentucky  portion)  - 

(Indiana  portion)  - 

Cleveland  - 

Columbus - - - 

Dayton  - 

Hami It on-  Middletown - - - - - 

Lima - - - - - - - - - 

Lorain- Elyria - - - - - - 


Stoppages  begin- 

ning  in 

year 

Workers 

Number 

involved 

75 

58.4 

5 

4.6 

51 

28.7 

24 

11.1 

5 

1.2 

171 

73.7 

56 

29.4 

46 

23.6 

10 

5.8 

93 

43.1 

68 

29.6 

25 

13.5 

15 

6.4 

25 

14.0 

5 

.6 

6 

3.2 

8 

2.5 

37 

28.8 

24 

15.3 

21 

14.0 

22 

7.6 

10 

2.0 

12 

2.0 

17 

1.9 

9 

.8 

281 

114.0 

11 

2.7 

42 

22.2 

67 

31.7 

62 

13.6 

31 

10.6 

24 

5.9 

24 

11.8 

5 

2.3 

399 

253.2 

58 

13.9 

19 

2.0 

17 

1.8 

58 

30.8 

9 

2.8 

16 

3.0 

449 

243.5 

247 

165.5 

69 

18.8 

135 

136.8 

9 

.4 

34 

9.5 

22 

4.9 

20 

8.0 

14 

5.0 

38 

26.6 

5 

.3 

11 

2.7 

5 

.3 

17 

9.7 

6 

.8 

5 

1.2 

12 

6.6 

8 

1.9 

5 

1.4 

523 

250.0 

30 

4.9 

35 

12.8 

59 

20.5 

47 

17.1 

7 

2.6 

5 

.8 

86 

33.9 

44 

10.8 

22 

23.4 

12 

2.6 

7 

1.7 

13 

4.4 

( Workers  and  man-days  in  thousands) 


Man- days 
idle  during 
year  (all 
stoppages) 


State  and  metropolitan  area 


557.2 

12.9 

431.5 

130.5 

5.9 

824.4 

331.9 
261.8 

70.1 

405.7 

310.3 

95.3 
72.0 

428.5 
4.4 

170.2 

94.7 

204.1 

90.5 

87.9 

59.7 

9.9 
9.0 

21.8 

11.4 
1,910.8 

31.2 

344.2 

712.1 

157.7 

312.9 

110.1 

108.7 

16.6 
7,256.4 

331.2 
36.6 
33.0 

727.3 
30.8 

75.4 


6.883.5 

5.356.6 
751.0 

4,253.4 

4.0 

348.3 
56.6 

170.3 
210.1 

276.5 
1.0 

19.4 
2.9 

140.8 
1.8 

29.1 

25.5 

12.1 
7.0 

3,865.8 

106.6 

141.1 

277.9 

232.4 

15.6 

29.9 
548.7 

89.6 

683.2 

35.6 
6.3 

39.9 


Ohio--  Continued 

Mansfield  - - - - - - 

Spri ngf ie Id  - - - 

Steubenville- Wei rton,  Ohio-W.  Va - 

( Ohio  portion)  - 

(West  Virginia  portion)  - 

Toledo,  Ohio- Mich. - 

(Ohio  portion)  - 

(Michigan  portion)  - 

Youngstown- Warren - - - 

Oklahoma  - 

Oklahoma  City - - - 

Tulsa - - - 

Oregon - - - -  — 

Eugene - - - 

Portland,  Oreg.-Wash - 

(Oregon  portion) - - - 

(Washington  portion)  - 

Salem  - 

Pennsylvania  - 

Allentown- Bethlehem-  Easton,  Pa.-N.J  ■ 

(Pennsylvania  portion)  - 

(New  Jersey  portion)  - 

Altoona - - - 

Erie - 

Harrisburg  - 

Johnstown  - 

Lancaster - - - 

Philadelphia,  Pa.-N.J  - 

(Pennsylvania  portion)  - 

(New  Jersey  portion)  - - - 

Pittsburgh  - 

Reading  - 

Scranton  - - - - 

Wilkes-  Bar  re-  Hazel  ton - 

York . 

Rhode  Island  - 

Providence- Pawtucket ,  R. I. -Mass - 

(Rhode  Island  portion)  - 

South  Carolina  - 

Charleston  - 

Columbia - - - 

South  Dakota  - 

Sioux  Falls - - - 

Tennessee  - 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.-Ga  - 

(Tennessee  portion)  - 

Knoxville  - 

Memphis,  Tenn.-Ark - 

(Tennessee  portion)  - 

Nashville  - - 

Texas  - 

Austin  - 

Beaumont-  Port  Arthur - 

Corpus  Christi  - 

Dallas  - 

El  Paso - 

Fort  Worth - - - 

Galveston-  Texas  City - 

Houston  - 

San  Antonio  - 

Texarkana,  Tex.- Ark - 

Utah - 

Salt  Lake  City  - 

Vermont - - - 

Virginia  - 

Newport  News- Hampton  - 

Norfolk- Portsmouth  - 

Richmond  - 

Roanoke - - - 

Washington - - - 

Seattle-  Everett - 

Spokane - - - 

Tacoma  - 


Stoppages 
ning  in 

begin- 

year 

Man-  days 
idle  during 
year  (all 
stoppages) 

Number 

Workers 

involved 

8 

3.6 

48.9 

13 

8.5 

151.4 

18 

3.9 

25.8 

9 

1.6 

9.9 

9 

2.3 

15.9 

45 

13.3 

174.7 

35 

12.0 

143.8 

10 

1.3 

30.9 

45 

28.8 

652.2 

31 

13.1 

139.7 

13 

6.1 

40.4 

12 

3.2 

72.2 

43 

38.1 

512.9 

7 

3.3 

43.2 

28 

22.5 

364.7 

21 

18.5 

273.8 

7 

4.0 

90.9 

7 

2.7 

15.2 

673 

335.5 

5,032.2 

43 

13.2 

88.6 

36 

10.5 

76.5 

7 

2.7 

12.1 

9 

6.9 

28.0 

21 

5.6 

124.6 

12 

5.4 

33.0 

17 

2.2 

19.5 

8 

2.4 

22.0 

210 

111.4 

1,679.8 

155 

100.6 

1,560.9 

55 

10.8 

118.9 

178 

60.7 

816.7 

28 

7.0 

37.1 

14 

2.0 

29.7 

27 

5.5 

43.0 

9 

4.4 

48.0 

29 

3.8 

47.5 

29 

3.7 

44.8 

26 

3.7 

44.4 

13 

9.4 

103.5 

5 

1.3 

31.6 

5 

1.2 

3.9 

10 

5.6 

53.2 

9 

4.3 

49.2 

97 

46.7 

589.5 

15 

3.1 

29.4 

13 

3.1 

29.4 

15 

2.3 

35.5 

26 

7.9 

80.6 

25 

7.9 

80.6 

20 

6.7 

147.4 

133 

108.0 

916.2 

6 

.2 

1.6 

30 

18. 1 

228.6 

5 

.7 

18.2 

17 

8.2 

107.1 

12 

4.5 

57.4 

10 

5.5 

48.  1 

11 

1.5 

23.6 

40 

35.3 

200.4 

11 

2.9 

10.7 

5 

.4 

1.0 

19 

19.9 

238.8 

11 

11.5 

160.7 

5 

.6 

19.7 

120 

76.5 

777.6 

5 

2.3 

41.4 

12 

6.2 

113.9 

8 

4.4 

29.5 

5 

5.2 

12.3 

67 

66.0 

1,071.5 

32 

22.6 

450.4 

10 

4.1 

16.2 

11 

4.2 

69.8 

8 


Table  7.  Work  stoppages  by  State  and  metropolitan  area,  '1971 - Continued 


Stoppages 
ning  in 

begin- 

year 

Number 

Workers 

involved 

425 

201.8 

16 

7.2 

30 

10.4 

15 

5.8 

7 

1.9 

8 

2.6 

24 

2.8 

16 

1.9 

8 

.9 

a  in  which  5 

stoppages 

State  and  metropolitan  area 


Man-  days 
idle  during 
year  (all 
stoppages) 


State  and  metropolitan  area 


Stoppages  begin- 


Limber 

Workers 

involved 

idle  during 
year  (all 
stoppages) 

116 

52.1 

695.9 

9 

2.0 

24.8 

7 

1.7 

8.0 

11 

2.1 

28.6 

9 

1.4 

10.4 

37 

19.9 

227.4 

12 

3.7 

60.0 

16 

8.1 

53.8 

West  Virginia - - - - - 

Charleston  - 

Huntington-  Ashland,  W. Va.- Ky .- Ohio 

(West  Virginia  portion)  - - 

(Kentucky  portion)  - 

(Ohio  portion)  - 

Wheeling,  W.Va.-Ohio  - 

(West  Virginia  portion)  - 

(Ohio  portion)  - 


2,220.0 

48.4 

112.1 

32.2 

48.2 

31.8 

78.2 

44.3 

33.9 


Wisconsin  - 

Green  Bay 
Kenosha  -- 
La  Crosse 
Madison 
Mi lwaukee 

Racine  - 

Wyoming  - 


_1/  Includes  data  for  each  metropolitai 

Some  metropolitan  areas  include  the  counties  in  more  than  1  State,  and  hence,  an  area  may  equal  or  exceed  the  total  for  the  State  in  which  the  major  city  is  located. 
Stoppages  in  the  mining  and  logging  industries  are  excluded.  Intermetropolitan  area  stoppages  are  counted  separately  in  each  area  affected;  the  workers  involved  and  man-days 
idle  were  allocated  to  the  respective  areas. 

2/  Included  in  the  Chicago,  Ill .- Northern  Indiana  Standard  Consolidated  Area. 

_3/  Included  in  the  New  York- Northeastern  New  Jersey  Standard  Consolidated  Area. 

4/  Included  in  the  New  York  SMSA. 


Table  8.  Work  stoppages  by  month,  1970—71 


Month 

Number  of  stoppages 

Workers 

involved 

Man-days  idle 

Beginning 

in  month 

In  effect  during  month 

Beginning  in  month 

In  effect  during  month 

Number 
( thousands) 

Percent 

Percent  of 
estimated 
working  time 

Number 

Percent 

Number 

Percent 

Number 
( thousands) 

Percent 

Number 
( thousands) 

Percent 

1970  . 

5,716 

100.0 

9,626 

100.0 

3,305 

100.0 

6,557 

100.0 

66,414 

100.0 

0.37 

January  - 

279 

4.9 

458 

4.8 

71.1 

2.2 

269.9 

4.1 

3,710.8 

5.6 

.25 

February  - - 

330 

5.8 

529 

5.5 

116.3 

3.5 

329.6 

5.0 

2,110.6 

3.2 

.15 

March - - 

427 

7.5 

630 

6.5 

316.2 

9.6 

402.5 

6.1 

2,471.2 

3.7 

.16 

April  - 

640 

11.2 

884 

9.2 

451.1 

13.6 

523.1 

8.0 

5,431.1 

8.2 

.34 

May - 

699 

12.2 

1,050 

10.9 

331.1 

10.0 

675.4 

10.3 

6,650.7 

10.0 

.46 

June - 

657 

11.5 

1,060 

11.0 

288. 1 

8.7 

538.0 

8.2 

5,845.6 

8.8 

.36 

July . . 

585 

10.2 

989 

10.3 

242.4 

7.3 

467.1 

7.1 

5,112.1 

7.7 

.32 

August  - 

527 

9.2 

950 

9.9 

127.3 

3.9 

340.7 

5.2 

3,851.8 

5.8 

.26 

September  - 

560 

9.8 

971 

10.1 

591.1 

17.9 

785.0 

12.0 

8,669.5 

13.1 

.57 

October  - 

448 

7.8 

881 

9.2 

231.1 

7.0 

753.9 

11.5 

11,573.6 

17.4 

.73 

November  - 

340 

5.9 

695 

7.2 

83.6 

2.5 

552.0 

8.4 

7,798.0 

11.7 

.54 

December  - - - 

224 

3.9 

529 

5.5 

455.5 

13.8 

919.9 

14.0 

3, 188.7 

4.8 

.20 

1971 . 

5,135 

100.0 

8,944 

100.0 

3,263 

100.0 

5,035 

100.0 

47,417 

100.0 

.26 

January  - 

416 

8.1 

647 

7.2 

234.5 

7.2 

319.9 

6.4 

2,868.2 

6.0 

.20 

February  - 

359 

7.0 

632 

7.1 

128.4 

3.9 

206.0 

4.1 

1,934.5 

4.1 

.14 

March  - 

457 

8.9 

725 

8.1 

150.0 

4.6 

260.0 

5.2 

2,489.5 

5.3 

.15 

April  - 

550 

10.7 

859 

9.6 

180.5 

5.5 

269.3 

5.3 

2,388.6 

5.0 

.15 

May - 

612 

11.9 

957 

10.7 

726.9 

22.3 

817.7 

16.2 

4,000.1 

8.4 

.28 

June - 

617 

12.0 

1,031 

11.5 

280.4 

8.6 

420.0 

8.3 

4,093.6 

8.6 

.26 

July . 

499 

9.7 

938 

10.5 

747.8 

22.9 

937.6 

18.6  ( 

7,894.8 

16.6 

.52 

August  - 

437 

8.5 

890 

10.0 

182.5 

5.6 

489.8 

9.7 

5,022.5 

10.6 

.32 

September - - 

351 

6.8 

668 

7.5 

108.2 

3.3 

316.0 

6.3 

3,109.5 

6.6 

.20 

October  - 

304 

5.9 

551 

6.2 

245.6 

7.5 

311.9 

6.2 

5,480.6 

11.6 

.36 

November  - 

315 

6.1 

561 

6.3 

234.6 

7.2 

450.3 

8.9 

5,032.4 

10.6 

.33 

December - - - - - 

218 

4.2 

485 

5.4 

43.7 

1.3 

236.2 

4.7 

3, 102.8 

6.5 

.20 

NOTE: 


Because  of  rounding,  sums  of  individual  items  may  not  equal  totals. 
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WORK  STOPPAGES  1971 

All  measures  of  strike  activity  in  1971  were  below  the  levels  for 
1970,  according  to  preliminary  figures  released  today  by  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Labor's  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics.  Man-days  of  idleness  attributable  to 
labor  disputes  accounted  for  2.5  working  days  per  1,000  in  1971,  compared 
with  3.7  in  1970,  which  was  the  peak  year  of  an  upward  trend  that  began  in 
1964  (Table  1).  The  decline  from  1970  to  1971  occurred  despite  a  full 
calendar  of  collective  bargaining.  1/ 

An  estimated  4,900  work  stoppages  that  involved  3.2  million  workers 
and  which  resulted  in  45.0  ^pillion  man-days  idle  began  in  1971.  In  1970 
there  were  5,716  strikes,  with  3.3  million  workers  and  66.4  million  man-days 
of  idleness.  The  number  of  strikes  beginning  in  1971  was  the  lowest  level 
since  1967. 

The  decline  in  strike  activity  in  1971  appears  to  reflect  in  part 
efforts  during  the  wage- price- rent  freeze  to  avert  possible  work  stoppages 
and  to  terminate  existing  ones.  About  half  of  the  year-to-year  decline  in 
the  number  of  strikes  is  accounted- for  by  the  low  level  of  strike  activity 
during  the  freeze.  In  addition,  the  continuing  high  level  of  unemployment 

_1 /  Over  4.8  million  workers  in  1971  were  covered  by  major  collective 
bargaining  agreements  (those  covering  1,000  workers  or  more)  that  either 
expired  or  contained  wage  reopening  provisions.  In  1970  the  total  was 
about  5  million. 


may  have  also  been  a  factor  discouraging  work  stoppages. 

,  Major  work  stoppages,  those  involving  10,000  workers  or  more,  were 
lower  in  1971  than  in  any  year  since  1965.  (See  table  2.)  The  twenty- three 
such  stoppages  beginning  in  1971  accounted  for  three- fifths  of  all  workers 
and  one- half  of  all  man-days  idle.  _2/ 

A  distribution  by  industry  revealed  that  three- fourths  of  all  major 
stoppages  beginning  in  1971  were  in  four  industries:  Construction 
(6  strikes),  transportation  (5),  communications  (4),  and  mining  (3).  Other 
large  stoppages  affected  workers  in  the  can,  meatpacking,  and  farm  machinery 
and  equipment  industries,  and  in  Government.  Except  for  the  New  York 
telephone  strike,  all  major  stoppages  beginning  in  1971  ended  in  that  year. 


21  Man-days  lost  include  the  General  Motors  strike  which  began  in 
September  1970  and  continued  through  January  1971.  For  statistical  purposes, 
the  strike  and  number  of  workers  involved  are  not  counted  for  1971. 
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Table  1.  Work  stoppages,  1946-1971 


Period 

. S  toppages 
in 

beginning 

year 

Man-days 
year  (all 

idle  during 
s  toppages  ) 

Number 

i  '•  ‘  t 

Workers 
involved 
( thousands  ) 

Number  Percent  of 

(thousands)  estimated 

working  time 

1946 . 

4 , 600-  -;l 

116,000 

1.04 

1947 . 

2,170 

34,600 

.30 

1948 . 

1,960 

34,100 

.28 

1949 . 

3,030 

50,500 

.44 

1950 . 

.  4,843 

2,410 

38,800 

•33 

1951 . 

2,220 

22,900 

.18 

1952 . 

3,540 

59,100 

.48 

1953 . 

2,400 

28,300 

.22 

1954 . 

.  3,468 

1,530 

22,600 

.18 

1955 . 

.  4,320 

2,650 

28,200 

.22 

1956. . . 

1,900 

33,100 

.24 

1957 . 

-  3,673- 

1,390 

16,500 

..  .12 

1958 . 

.  3,694 

2,060 

■  23,900 

.18 

1959.  . . 

1,880 

69,000 

.50 

1960 . 

1,320 

19,100 

.  14  . 

1961 . 

1,450 

•  16,300 

.11 

1962 . 

.  3,614 

1,230 

18,600 

.13 

1963 . 

940 

16,100 

.11 

1964 . 

1,640 

22,900 

.15 

1965 . 

1,550 

23,300 

.15 

1966 . 

1,960 

25,400 

.15 

1967 . 

2,870 

42,100 

.25 

1968 . 

2,650 

49,000 

.28 

1969 . 

2,480 

42,900 

.24 

1970 . 

3,300 

66,400 

.37 

1971  1/ . 

 4,900 

3,200 

45,000 

.25 

1/  Preliminary  estimates. 
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Table  2.  Major  stoppages  in  1971,  by  beginning  date 


Company 

Loca  tion 

Union( s  ) 

Beginning 

date 

Ending 

date 

Workers 

involved 

Man-days 

idle 

New  York  Telephone  Co.  - 

Intrastate 

CWA 

1-11-71 

1-24-71 

48,500 

351,000 

Board  of  Education,  Chicago  - 

Chicago,  Ill. 

AFT 

1-12-71 

1-17-71 

22,400 

89,600 

International  Harvester  - 

Interstate 

UAWdnd.  ) 

1-13-71 

1-31-71 

40,000 

520,000 

New  York  Police  Department - - - 

New  York,  N.Y. 

PBA(Ind. ) 

1-14-71 

1-19-71 

25,100 

150,700 

Can  Companies  - 

Interstate 

USA 

2-15-71 

3-14-71 

32,000 

640,000 

REA  Express  - 

Inte  rsta  te 

BRASC 

4-18-71 

4-25-71 

15,000 

75,000 

Construction  Industry  - 

Eastern  Pa .  & 

IUOE 

5-3-71 

7-12-71 

10,500 

409,500 

Railroad  Industry - : - 

Delaware 

Interstate 

BRS 

5-17-71 

5-18-71 

540,100 

900,200 

Western  Union  - 

Interstate 

UTW ,  CWA 

6-1-71 

9-11-71 

20,500 

879,200 

Construction  Industry  - 

Washington 

C JA , IUOE , 

6-14-71 

7-18-71 

15,000 

294,000 

Bituminous  Coal  Industry  - 

Interstate 

L1UNA , IBT( Ind . ) 
UMWdnd.)  6-14-71 

6-18-71 

55,000 

195,000 

Construction  Industry  - 

Calif. 

CJA 

6-29-71 

7-14-71 

20,000 

220,000 

Construction  Industry  - 

Houston,  Tex. 

CJA 

7-1-71 

7-5-71 

15,500 

31,000 

Pacific  Maritime  Assn.  - 

Interstate 

1LWU ( Ind . ) 

7-1-71 

( 1/)10-14-71 

19,000 

1,331,000 

Copper  Industry  - 

Interstate 

USA  &  other 

7-1-71 

9-22-71 

36,000 

1,089,200 

American  Telephone  &  Telegraph 

Co.  - 

Interstate 

CWA,  IBEW 
&  Ind. unions 

7-13-71 

(2/) 

7-20-71 

500,000 

2,919,000 

New  York  Telephone  Co.  - 

New  York 

CWA 

7-13-71 

- 

(3/)  39,000 

3,846,000 

Railroad  Industry  - 

Interstate 

UTU 

7-16-71 

8-2-71 

150,000 

1,068,000 

Construction  Industry  - - 

Calif. 

IBTdnd.  ) 

8-3-71 

9-3-71 

65,000 

1 ,077,000 

Bituminous  Coal  Industry  - 

Interstate 

&  others 
UMWdnd.  ) 

10-1-71 

11-22-71 

80,000 

2,570,000 

East  &  Gulf  Coast  Longshoring 

Industry  - 

Interstate 

I  LA 

10-1-71 

( 1/  )11- 27-71 

45,000 

1,538,300 

Meat  Cos.  &  Stockyards' - 

Inters  ta  te 

MCBW 

11-22-71 

11-22-71 

55,000 

55,000 

Construction  Industry  - 

Calif. 

IBTdnd.  ) 

11-22-71 

12-10-71 

120,000 

1,330,000 

.1/  Strike  was  ended  by  a  Federal  Court  injunction  enjoining  the  union  from  further  strike  activity  for 


80  days. 

2/  The  majority  of  workers  returned  on  this  date;  four  companies  did  not  settle  until  July  29  and  July  30. 
3/  Included  in  the  number  of  workers  involved  in  the  nationwide  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  strike. 
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WORK  STOPPAGES  IN  1971 


Strike  idleness  dropped  sharply  in  1971  in  all  six  North  Central  States 
compared  to  high  levels  recorded  in  1970.  Man-days  of  idleness  were  approx¬ 
imately  one-half  of  year-ago  levels  in  four  states  and  less  than  one-half  in 
,two  others.  In  Michigan,  less  than  3  million  man-days  of  idleness  were  exper¬ 
ienced  in  1971  compared  to  a  record  11  million  man-days  the  previous  year. 

Idleness  in  other  five  states  varied  from  one-half  million  days  in  Minnesota 
to  nearly  4  million  days  in  Ohio. 

William  E.  Rice,  Director  of  the  Bureau's  Regional  office  in  Chicago,  said 
the  proportion  of  working  time  lost  due  to  strikes  also  fell  sharply  from  1970. 
Idleness  in  Ohio  and  Michigan  substantially  exceeded  U.S.  levels,  whereas 
Wisconsin  and  Minnesota  fell  far  below  the  national  average  of  .32  percent,  as 
shown  in  the  table  below. 

Strikes  beginning  in  '71  totaled  1,549  in  the  region.  This  was  about  three- 
tenths  of  the  U.S.  total  and  less  than  the  1,811  record  in  1970. 

Five  metropolitan  areas  had  at  least  a  one-half  million  man-days  of  idleness: 
Chicago,  Detroit,  Cleveland,  Dayton,  and  Youngs town-Warren,  as  shown  in  table  2. 
Several  industries  also  exceeded  the  one-half  million  level  for  the  region  as  a 
whole,  namely,  primary  metals,  fabricated  metals,  machinery  (over  2  million), 
electrical  equipment,  and  transportation  equipment.  Nonmanufacturing  industry 
divisions  with  over  1/2  million  included  mining,  and  transportation-communication- 
utilities. 

In  the  U.S.  as  a  whole,  somewhat  more  than  half  the  work  stoppages  involved 
wages  and  accounted  for  a  little  more  than  two- thirds  of  man-days  of  idleness. 
Plant  administration  practices  were  involved  in  more  than  one-sixth  of  the  work 
stoppages  nationally,  but  only  about  five  percent  of  man-days  idle.  Union 
related  matters  (organization,  security,  inter-union,  and  intra-union  matters 
combined)  also  were  involved  in  one-sixth  of  the  stoppages  nationally  and  almost 
8  percent  of  man-days  idle. 

Additional  information  is  available  in  a  national  summary  report,  "Work 
Stoppages  in  1971,"  from  the  Bureau's  Chicago  office.  The  national  report 
includes  8  detailed  tables. 


4* 


2 


1 

1 

United  States  and 
States  in 

North  Central  Region 

Work  Stoppages 
Beginning  in  1971 

Workers 

Involved 

(Thousands) 

Man-Days  of  Idleness 

Number 

Mean 

Duration 

(Days) 

Number 

(Thousands) 

As  a  per¬ 
cent  of 
Working 
Time 

United  States 

5,135 

22.0 

3,263 

47,417 

.32 

Illinois 

356 

16.3 

229 

2,419 

.25 

Ohio 

523 

24.9 

250 

3,866 

.47 

Michigan 

282 

35.8 

126 

2,943 

.46 

Indiana 

197 

26.5 

97 

1,468 

.38 

Wisconsin 

116 

20.6 

52 

696 

.21 

Minnesota 

75 

14.3 

58 

557 

.21 

1 

Data  are  based  on  all  work  stoppages  involving  six  workers 
or  more  and  lasting  at  least  a  full  day  or  shift.  Figures  on 
"workers  involved"  and  "man- days  idle"  cover  all  workers  idled  for 
as  long  as  one  shift  in  establishments  directly  involved  in  a  stop¬ 
page.  They  do  not  measure  the  indirect  or  secondary  effects  on 
other  establishments  or  industries  whose  employees  are  idled  as  a 
result  of  material  or  service  shortages . 


Labor-Chicago 

8/2/72 

GJ 


1/  Workers  are  counted  more  than  once  in  these  figures  if  they  were  involved  in  more  than  one  stoppage  during  the  year. 


Work  Stoppages  by  State  and  Metropolitan  Area 


Nonmanufacturing  112  78  1  303 

Transportation  &  utilities  13  47  *599 

Services  11  4  424  IV  Industries  having  200,000  or  more  man-days  idle. 
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WORK  STOPPAGES:  First  Nine  Months  1971 

Man-days  of  idleness  resulting  from  work  stoppages  declined  to  1.9 

working  days  per  1,000  in  September,  the  first  full  month  of  the  wage- price- 

rent  freeze.  This  was  a  drop  from  2.8  working  days  per  1,000  in  August  and 

5.7  in  September  1970.  This  decline  primarily  reflected  a  drop  in  the  number 

of  man-days  accounted  for  by  larger  stoppages  in  September. 

Only  two  strikes  involving  5,000  or  more  workers  each  began  in 

September:  one  involved  7,000  bituminous  coal  workers  who  struck  one  day 

prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  national  contract;  and  the  other  involved 

7,000  frozen  food  employees  who  were  away  from  their  jobs  for  8  days, 

t 

beginning  on  September  1.  Five  other  large  work  stoppages  were  in  progress 
during  the  month.  These  seven  stoppages  accounted  for  1.6  million  man-days 
idle  of  the  total  of  2.8  million. 

All  measures  of  strike  activity  declined  significantly  last  month. 

Two  hundred  and  eighty  work  stoppages  involving  88,000  workers  began  in 
September,  compared  with  390  strikes  and  166,000  workers  in  August  and  560 
stoppages  and  591,000  workers  in  September  of  the  previous  year.  The 

f 

levels  of  strikes  and  workers  involved  for  September  were  the  lowest  since 
1960  and  1963,  respectively. 

In  total,  the  540  work  stoppages  in  effect  in  September  involved 
286,000  workers  apd  accounted  for  2.8  million  man-days  idle.  These  levels 


-  2  - 

were  substantially  below  August's  figures  of  660  strikes,  472,000  workers, 
and  4.5  million  man-days  idle,  as  well  as  the  September  1970  level  of  971 
strikes,  785,000  workers,  and  8.7  million  man-days  idle. 

As  mentioned  previously,  seven  larger  stoppages  were  in  effect  in 
September  and  accounted  for  52.2  percent  of  the  month's  workers  and  56.9 
percent  of  the  month's  idleness.  (See  table  1.)  Three  interstate  stoppages 
were  in  effect  in  September:  longshoremen  in  California,  Oregon,  and 
Washington;  steelworkers  at  several  copper  mines;  and  coal  miners  at  several 
coal  companies.  Telephone  repairmen  and  installers  in  New  York,  dump  truck 
drivers  at  several  construction  sites  in  California,  production  and  clerical 
employees  at  Litton  Ship  Systems  Division  in  Mississippi,  and  production  and 
warehousemen  at  various  frozen  food  processing  companies  in  California  were 
also  on  strike.  By  the  end  of  the  month,  settlements  had  been  reached  in 
four  of  the  stoppages. 

Table  1.  Stoppages  involving  5,000  or  more  workers,  September  1971 


September 


Company 

Union 

Began 

Ended 

Workers 
involved  1/ 

Man- days 
idle  1/ 

Pacific  Maritime  Assn, 
(interstate) 

ILWU 
(Ind. ) 

7/1/71 

—  — 

19,000 

399,000 

Copper  industry 
(interstate) 

USA  & 
others 

7/1/71 

9/22/71 

7,600 

100,800 

New  York  Telephone 

Co.  (N.Y.) 

CWA 

7/13/71 

-- 

36,000 

756,000 

Construction  industry 
(Calif.) 

IBT 

(Ind.)  St 
others 

8/3/71 

9/3/71 

65,000 

195,000 

Litton  Ship  Building 
Div.  (Miss.) 

Metal  8/31/71 

Trades  Council 
&  others 

9/28/71 

7,400 

116,800 

Frozen  Foods  Assn. 
(Calif.) 

IBT 

(Ind.) 

9/1/71 

9/8/71 

7,000 

35,000 

Bituminous  coal  UMW 

industry  (interstate) (Ind. ) 

9/29/71 

Total- 

7,000 

--  149,000 

14,000 

1,616,600 

1/  Preliminary. 
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For  the  first  9  months  of  1971,  idleness  accounted  for  2.3  working 
days  per  1,000,  the  same  level  recorded  in  1969  but  well  below  the  3.2  for 
1970.  Time  lost  during  the  first  9  months  amounted  to  31.6  million  man-days 
as  against  43.9  million  man-days  in  1970. 

Sligthly  over  2.7  million  workers,  or  3.8  percent  of  the  total 
employed,  were  involved  in  the  3,990  stoppages  in  effect  in  the  first  9 
months  of  1971.  Comparable  figures  for  1970  were  2.7  million  workers, 

3.8  percent  of  the  total  employed,  and  4,883  stoppages. 

Approximately  3,830  stoppages  began  in  the  first  9  months  of  1971, 
an  18.6  percent  decline  from  the  1970  level  and  the  lowest  level  since  1967. 
These  strikes  involved  almost  2.7  million  workers,  a  5.5  percent  increase 
from  the  corresponding  period  last  year.  These  figures,  combined  with  those 
in  the  previous  paragraph,  indicate  that  the  strikes  occurring  in  the  first 


9  months  of  1971  were  larger  on  the  average  than  in  1970. 
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LABOR  DEPT. — Work  Stoppages,  Selected  Periods,  1967  -  September  1971 
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I  i  I 

Number  of  stoppages  i  Workers  involved  in  stoppages  '  Man-days  idle  during  month  or  year 


Period 

Beginning  in 
month  or  year 

In  effect  during 
month 

Beginning  in 
month  or  year 
(thousands) 

In  effect  during 
month 

(thousands) 

Number 

(thousands) 

Percent  of  esti¬ 
mated  working 
time 

1969  September  - 

554 

904 

186 

275 

2,193 

0.15 

October  - 

531 

850 

337 

421 

3,168 

.  19 

November  - 

324 

611 

131 

368 

4,308 

.31 

December  - 

196 

446 

51 

276 

3,882 

.24 

1970  September  - 

560 

971 

591 

785 

8,670 

.57 

Ctetober  - 

448 

881 

231 

754 

11,574 

.73 

November  - 

340 

695 

84 

552 

7,798 

.54 

December  - 

224 

529 

456 

920 

3,189 

.20 

1971  January  1/  - 

280 

440 

222 

286 

2,709 

.  19 

Februarv  1 / 

330 

490 

114 

169 

1,771 

.  13 

March  1 / 

410 

590 

116 

200 

2,292 

.  14 

April  T/ - -  _  _ 

540 

750 

174 

254 

2,184 

.  14 

May  1/ - - - - 

580 

790 

702 

774 

3,437 

.24 

June  1/  - 

610 

850 

272 

384 

3,923 

.25 

July  1/  —  -  — 

410 

670 

820 

967 

7,906 

.52 

August  1/ - 

390 

660 

166 

472 

4,505 

.28 

September  1/  - 

280 

540 

88 

286 

2,841 

.  19 

Annual  Totals 

1967  - 

4,595 

— 

2,870 

— 

42,100 

.25 

1968  - 

5,045 

— 

2,649 

— 

49,018 

.  28 

1969  - 

5,700 

- 

2,481 

— 

42,869 

.24 

1970  - 

5,716 

3,305 

66,414 

.37 

T7  P  reliminary . 


All  work  stoppages  known  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  its  various  cooperating  agencies,  involving  6  or  more  workers  and 
lasting  a  full  day  or  shift  or  longer,  are  included  in  this  table.  Figures  on  "workers  involved"  and  "man-days  idle"  cover  all  workers 
mode  idle  for  as  long  as  one  shift  in  establishments  directly  involved  in  a  stoppage.  They  do  not  measure  the  indirect  or  secondary 
effects  on  other  establishments  or  industries  whose  employees  are  made  idle  as  a  result  of  material  or  service  shortages. 
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WORK  STOPPAGES:  August  1971 

Man-days  of  idleness  resulting  from  work  stoppages  accounted  for 
2.8  working  days  per  1,000  in  August.  This  figure- - though  substantially 
below  the  level  of  estimated  working  time  lost  during  July  of  this  year 
(5.2  working  days  per  l,000)--was  slightly  higher  than  August  1970  (2.6 
working  days  per  1,000).  Strikes  by  construction  workers  in  California, 
telephone  workers  in  New  York,  and  longshoremen  on  the  Pacific  Coast 
accounted  for  nearly  half  of  the  time  lost. 

Three  hundred  and  ninety  stoppages  began  in  the  month,  20  fewer  than 
July  and  137  fewer  than  August  of  last  year.  Approximately  166,000  workers 
were  involved  in  the  disputes  starting  in  August,  a  decrease  of  654,000 
from  July,  but  an  increase  of  39,000  over  August  1970. 

On  August  17,  the  Federal  Mediation  and  Conciliation  Service  urged 
labor  and  management  to  end  all  strikes  and  lockouts  during  the  90- day 
freeze  period  and  to  "refrain  from  engaging  in  any  new  strikes  or  lockouts." 
Telegrams  requesting  the  parties  to  end  their  disputes  and  return  to  work 
were  sent  to  representatives  of  unions  involved  in  the  363  strikes  being 

f 

mediated  by  the  Service.  The  effects  of  the  Service's  efforts  to  avert 
possible  work  stoppages  or  to  end  existing  ones  may  appear  in  the  September 


data. 


t 
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In  total,  660  stoppages,  involving  472,000  workers  and  accounting  for 
4.5  million  man-days  idle,  were  in  effect  in  August.  The  comparable  figures 
for  July  were  670  stoppages,  967,000  workers,  and  7.9  million  man-days  idle. 
In  August  of  1970,  the  950  stoppages  that  were  in  effect  involved  340,700 
workers  and  3.9  million  man-days. 

Eight  large  stoppages,  each  involving  5,000  workers  or  more,  accounted 
for  nearly  two- thirds  of  the  workers  involved  and  almost  three- fifths  of  the 
man-days  idle  in  August  1971.  (See  table  1.)  Among  these  were  construction 
stoppages  in  Washington  and  California.  Four  interstate  stoppages  were  in 
effect  in  August:  longshoremen  in  California,  Oregon,  and  Washington; 
machinists  at  Brown  and  Williamson;  steelworkers  at  sever-tl  copper  mines; 
and  railroad  workers  at  10  carriers.  Utility  workers  at  Consumers  Power 
Company  in  Michigan  and  communication  workers  (installers  and  repairmen)  at 
the  New  York  Telephone  Company  were  also  on  strike  in  August.  By  the  end 
of  the  month,  settlements  had  been  reached  in  four  of  the  stoppages;  the 

.  .  .  ••  *  -. .  •  ,  .  I  .  «f 

other  four  continued. 
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Table  10  Stoppages  involving  5,000  or  more  workers,  August  1971 


August 

Company 

Union 

Began 

Ended 

Workers 
involved  1/ 

Man- days 
idle  1/ 

Consumers  Power  Co., 
(Jackson,  Mich.) 

UWU 

5/4/71 

8/31/71 

5,400 

119,000 

Brown  &  Williamson, 
(interstate) 

IAM 

i 

6/8/71 

8/6/71 

5,100 

25,000 

Copper  industry, 
(interstate) 

USA  & 
others 

7/1/71 

- 

15,600 

294,000 

Pacific  Maritime  Assn., 
(Calif.,  Oregon,  and 
Washington) 

1LWU 

(Ind.) 

•» 

7/1/71 

— 

19,000 

418,000 

.  \  \ 

New  York  Telephone  Co., 
(intrastate) 

CWA 

7/13/71 

- 

39,000 

822,000 

Railroad  industry, 
(interstate) 

UTU 

7/16/71 

8/2/71 

150,000 

150,000 

Construction  industry, 
(Calif.) 

IBT 
(Ind. ) 

&  others 

8/3/71 

— 

65,000 

882,000 

Building  Construction 
Assn.,  (Wash.) 

LI  UNA 

8/5/71 

8/12/71 

7,000 

42,000 

Total  - 

306,100 

2,752,000 

1/  Preliminary. 
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Number  of  stoppages 

Workers  involved  in  stoppages 

Man-days  idle  during  month  or  year 

Period  <  '< 

Beginning  in 
month  or  year 

In  effect  during 
month 

Beginning  in 
month  or  year 
(thousands) 

In  effect  during 
month 
(thousands) 

Number  ' 
(thousands) 

Percent  of  esti¬ 
mated  working 
time 

1969 

August - . - - — - - 

538 

915 

191 

395 

3,634 

-  0.24 

September - » - - - 

554 

'904 

186 

275 

2,193 

.15 

October  - - 

531 

850 

337 

421 

3,168 

.19  - 

November  - 

324 

,  .  611 
446 

131 

368 

4,308 

.31 

December  - 

196 

51 

276 

i 

3,882' 

.24 

- 

1970 

August  - 

527 

950 

127 

341 

3?  852 

.26 

September  - - 

560 

971 

591 

785* 

8,670 

.57  * 

October  - 

448 

881 

231 

754 

11,574 

.73 

November  - 

340 

695 

-.84 

552 

7,798 

.54 

December  - 

224 

529 

456 

920 

3,189 

.20 

1971 

January  1/ - 

280 

440 

222 

286 

2,709 

.19  v 

February  1/ - 

330 

490 

114 

169 

1,771 

.13 

.14 

March  1/  - 

410 

590 

116 

200 

2,292 

April  1/ - 

540 

750 

174 

254 

2,184 

.14 

May  1/ - - - 

580 

790 

702 

774 

3,437 

.24 

June  1/ - 

610 

850 

272 

384 

3,923, 

.  .25 

July  1/ 

410 

670 

820 

967 

7,906 

1  *  .  T 

.52 

August  1/ - 

390 

660 

166 

472 

4,505 

•  28. 

Annual 

Totals 

1967  —  - 

4,595 

2,870 

42,100 

.25, 

1968  -  - 

5,045 

— 

2,649 

— 

49,018 

.28 

1969  -  - 

5,700 

— , . 

2,481 

— 

42,869 

.24 

1970  - 

5,716 

— 

3,305 

- 

66,414 

.37 

i  ‘  * 

i  ,  ‘  Jf  .  1; 

\  '  i 

.  ' 

c. .  - 

1/  Preliminary. 


All  work  stoppages  known  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  its  various  cooperating  agencies,  involving  6  or  more  workers  and 
lasting  a  full  day  or  shift  or  longer,  are  included  in  this  table.  Figures  on  "workers  involved"  and  "man-days  idle"  cover  all  workers 
made  idle  for  as  long  as  one  shift  in  establishments  directly  involved  in  a  stoppage.  They  do  not  measure  the  indirect  or  secondary 
effects  on  other  establishments  or  industries  whose  employees  are  made  idle  as  a  result  of  material  or  service  shortages. 
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WORK  STOPPAGES:  July  1971 

Idleness  due  to  work  stoppages  accounted  for  5.2  working  days  per 
1,000  in  July,  the  highest  monthly  estimate  since  October  1970.  This 
figure  was  substantially  higher  than  the  levels  reported  for  either  June  of 
this  year  (2.5  working  days  per  1,000)  or  for  July  of  the  previous  year 
(2.8  working  days  per*  1 , 000 ) .  Man-days  idle  and  percent  of  estimated 
worktime  lost  this  month  were  the  highest  for  any  July  since  1959. 

Four  hundred  and  ten  stoppages  began  in  the  month,  200  below  June 
and  90  fewer  than  occurred  in  July  1970.  Approximately  820,000  workers 
were  involved  in  the  disputes  initiating  in  July,  three  times  as  many 
workers  as  were  involved  in  June  and  four  times  as  many  as  in  July  last 
year. 

In  total,  670  stoppages  involving  967,000  workers  and  7.9  million 
man-days  idle  were  in  effect  this  month.  The  comparable  figures  for  June 
1971  were  850  stoppages,  384,000  workers,  and  3.9  million  man-days  of 
idleness.  In  July  of  last  year,  the  750  stoppages  that  were  in  effect 

involved  354,000  workers  and  4.4  million  man-days. 

/ 

The  high  idleness  figure  in  July  was  attributable  to  several  large 
stoppages  (table  1).  Fourteen  stoppages,  each  involving  5,000  or  more 
workers,  accounted  for  approximately  83.5  percent  of  the  workers  involved 


-  2  - 

and  75.6  percent  of  the  man-days  of  idleness  that  were  in  effect  during 
the  month.  Seven  of  the  stoppages  were  in  the  construction  industry- -  two 
each  in  Pennsylvania  (and  adjacent  areas)  and  in  California  (and  adjacent 
areas),  and  one  each  in  Oregon,  Washington,  and  Texas.  The  nationwide 
stoppage  against  the  American  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company,  which 
involved  500,000  workers  and  2.9  million  man-days,  began  during  the  month 
and  was  still  in  effect  at  the  end  of  July.  Five  other  interstate  stoppages 
were  in  effect  in  July- -  uti lity  workers  and  communication  workers  (in  New 
York  State)  of  Western  Union,  railroad  workers  at  ten  carriers,  machinists 
at  Brown  and  Williamson,  steelworkers  at  several  copper  mines,  and 
longshoremen  in  California,  Oregon,  and  Washington.  By  the  end  of  the  month, 
settlements  had  been  reached  in  seven  stoppages;  the  remaining  seven 


continued. 
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Table  10  Stoppages  involving  5,000  or  more  workers,  July  1971 


July 

Company 

Union 

Began 

Ended 

Workers 
involved  1/ 

Man-  days 
idle  1/ 

Construction  industry 
(Ohio  &  Pa.) 

IU0E 

5/1/71 

7/2/71 

6,000 

12,000 

Construction  industry 
(Eastern  Pa.  &  Del.) 

IU0E 

5/3/71 

7/12/71 

10,500 

74,000 

Western  Union 
(nationwide) 

CWA 

UTW 

6/1/71 

•» 

19,100 

337,000 

American  Telephone  & 
Telegraph  (nation¬ 
wide) 

CWA  7/13/71 

IBEW  & 

Ind.  unions 

*•  “ 

500,000 

2,919,000 

Railroad  industry 
(interstate) 

UTU 

7/16/71 

150,000 

918,000 

Consumers  Power  Corp. 
(Jackson,  Mich.) 

UWU 

5/4/71 

-- 

5,400 

113,000 

Construction  industry 
(Wash. ) 

CJA 

IU0E 

LIUNA 

IBT  (Tnd. ) 

6/14/71 

7/18/71 

9,000 

99,000 

Brown  &  Williamson 
(interstate) 

IAM 

6/8/71 

•*  •• 

5,100 

107,000 

Construction  industry 
(Ore. ) 

CJA 

6/28/71 

7/13/71 

7,000 

56,000 

Construction  industry 
(Calif.) 

CJA 

6/29/71 

7/14/71 

20,000 

180,000 

Copper  industry 
(interstate) 

USA 

&  others 

7/1/71 

-- 

36,000 

695,000 

Construction  industry 
(Calif.) 

PAT 

7/1/71 

7/12/71 

5,000 

35,000 

Pacific  Maritime  Assn. 

( Calif ., Ore. ,  &  Wash.) 

ILWU 

(Ind.) 

7/1/71 

19,000 

399,000 

Construction  industry 
(Houston,  Tex.) 

CJA 

7/1/71 

7/5/71 

15,500 

31,000 

Total  - 

807,600 

5,975,000 

1/  Preliminary. 
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Number  of  stoppages  i  Workers  involved  in  stoppages  ,  Man-days  idle  during  month  or  year 


Piriod 

Beginning  in 
month  or  year 

In  effect  during 
month 

„  ,  ....... 

Beginning  in 
month  or  year  ! 
(thousands)  | 

In  effect  during 
month 
(thousands) 

Number 

(thousands) 

Percent  of  esti¬ 
mated  working 
time 

1969  July  - 

528 

883 

255 

462 

4,311 

0.27 

August  - 

538 

915 

191 

395 

3,634 

.24 

September  - 

554 

904 

186 

275 

2,193 

.15 

October  - 

531 

850 

337 

421 

3,168 

.19 

November  - 

324 

611 

131 

368 

4,308 

.31 

December  - 

196 

446 

51 

276 

3,882 

-.24 

1970  July  1/ - 

490 

750 

192 

354 

4,378 

00 

CM 

. 

August  1/  - 

420 

700 

135 

202 

2,800 

.18 

September  1/  - 

550 

810 

a  539 

,  655 

7,625 

.50 

October  1/  - 

410 

650 

159 

608 

10,056 

.64 

November  1/  - 

270 

510 

72 

469 

6,458 

.45 

December  1/ - 

160 

370 

449 

527 

2,438 

.15 

1971  January  1/  - 

280 

440 

222 

286 

2,709 

.19 

February  1/ - — 

330 

490 

114 

169 

1,771 

.13 

March  1/ - 

410 

590 

116 

200 

2,292 

.14 

April  1/ - 

540 

750 

174 

254 

2^184 

.14 

May  1/  - 

580 

790 

702 

.  774 

3,437 

.24 

June  1/  — - 

610 

850 

272 

384 

3,923 

.25 

July  1/  - 

Annual  Totals 

410 

670 

820 

967 

7,906 

.52 

1967  - 

4,595 

.  * 

»  % 

2,870 

— 

42,100 

.25 

1968  - - - 

5,045 

— 

2,649 

— 

49,018 

.28 

1969  - 

5,700 

— 

2,481 

— 

42,869 

.24 

1970  1/ - 1 - 

5,600 

6 

3,300 

V;  -  .  V 

62,000 

.34 

1/  Preliminary. 


All  work  stoppages  knov^i  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  its  various  cooperating  agencies,  involving  6  or  more  workers  and 
lasting  a  full  day  or  shift  or  longer,  are  included  in  this  table.  Figures  on  "workers  involved"  and  "man-days  idle"  cover  all  workers 
mede  idle  for  as  long  as  one  shift  in  establishments  directly  involved  in  a  stoppage.  They  do  not  measure  the  indirect  or  secondary 
effects  on  other  establishments  or  industries  whose  employees  are  made  idle  as  a  result  of  material  or  service  shortages. 
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WORK  STOPPAGES:  First  Six  Months,  1971 
Idleness  resulting  from  work  stoppages  accounted  for  1.8  working  days 

•  .  **  j. 

per  1,000  in  the  first  six  months  of  1971.  This  rate  was  substantially 
below  the  2.7  per  1,000  days  recorded  for  the  first  half  of  1970  and  was  the 
lowest  for  any  comparable  period  since  1966.  Time  lost  during  the  first  six 
months  of  1971  amounted  to  16.3  million  mar>*days,  a  significant  decrease 
from  the  24.5  million  man-  days  lost  in  1970. 

Approximately  1.7  million  workers,  or  2.3  percent  of  the  total  em¬ 
ployed,  were  involved  in  the  2,910  stoppages  in  effect  in  the  first  half  of 
1971.  Comparable  figures  for  1970  were  1.5  million  workers,  2.1  percent, 
and  3,050  stoppages.  The  1971  totals  for  workers  and  the  percent  of  total 
employed  involved  in  stoppages  are  the  highest  in  their  respective  categories 
since  1968  and  the  second  highest  in  the  last  16  years. 

Approximately  2,750  stoppages  began  in  the  first  six  months  of  1971, 
a  decrease  of  4.8  percent  from  the  2,890  stoppages  which  began  in  the 
corresponding  period  last  year.  These  strikes  involved  1.6  million  workers, 
an  increase  of  23.6  percent  from  the  1970  level  and  the  second  highest 
6- month  total  in  the  past  two  decades. 

Fewer  strikes  occurred  in  the  first  six  months  of  1971  than  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  the  past  two  years.  These  strikes  involved  more 


s- 
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workers  but  fewer  man- days  idle.  This  indicates  that  the  strikes  in  the 

^  •  ’  •  ?  *■  '  •  t  a  •  ’ft*  -  * 

first  half  of  1971  were  of  shorter  duration  on  the  average  than  those 

occurring  in  the  same  period  of  the  last  two  years. 

In  June  1971,  610  work  stoppages  involving  272,000  workers  began,  as 

r 

compared  with  580  stoppages  and  702,000  workers  in  May  of  this  year.  In  May, 
540,000  workers  were  involved  in  a  nationwide  railroad  stoppage.  In  total, 

850  stoppages,  involving  384,000  workers  and  3,923,000  man-days,  were  in 

effect  in  June,  as  compared  with  790  stoppages,  774,000  workers,  and  3,437,000 

*  < 

man-days  idle  in  May  1971. 

Several  large  stoppages  heavily  influenced  the  measures  of  idleness  in 
June.  Thirteen  work  stoppages,  involving  5,000  workers  or  more  each,  accounted 
for  42.1  percent  of  the  workers  and  41.0  percent  of  the  idleness.  Among  these 
were  five  construction  strikes-- three  involving  workers  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  (and  adjacent  areas)  and  one  each  affecting  workers  in  Washington 
and  Oregon.  Interstate  disputes  involved  workers  at  United  Phrcel  Service, 
Western  Union,  Crown  Zellerbach,  Brown  and  Williams,  and  several  bituminous 
coal  companies.  Utility  workers  at  Consumers  Power  Corp.  in  Michigan, 
municipal  employees  in  New  York  City,  and  clothing  workers  at  several  clothing 
manufacturing  companies  in  Pennsylvania  were  also  on  strike  in  June.  By  the 
end  of  the  month,  settlements  had  been  reached  in  six  strikes  while  seven 


stoppages  continued. 
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Number  of  stoppages  Workers  involved  in  stoppages  Man-days  idle  during  month  or  year 


Paled 

Beginning  in 
month  or  year 

In  effect  during 
month 

Beginning  in 
month  or  year 
(thousands) 

In  effect  during 
month 
(thousands) 

Number 

(thousands) 

Percent  of  esti¬ 
mated  working 
time 

1969  June  - 

565 

911 

215 

500 

4,723 

0.31 

July - 

528 

883 

255 

462 

4,311 

.27 

August  - 

538 

915 

191 

395 

3,634 

.24 

September  - 

554 

904 

186 

275 

2,193 

.15 

October  - 

531 

850 

337 

421 

3,168 

.19 

November  - 

324 

611 

131 

368 

4,308 

.31 

December  - 

196 

446 

51 

276 

3,882 

. 

.24 

1970  June  1/  - 

600 

840 

212 

428 

• 

5,040 

.31 

July  1/  - 

490 

750 

192 

354 

4,378 

.28 

August  1/  - 

420 

700 

135 

202 

2,800 

.18 

September  _1/ - 

550 

810 

539 

655 

7,625 

.50 

October  1/  - 

410 

650 

159 

608 

10,056 

.64 

November  1/  - - - 

270 

510 

72 

469 

6,458 

.45 

December  1/  - 

160 

370 

449 

527 

2,438 

.15 

1971  January  1/  - 

280 

440 

222 

286 

2,709 

.19 

February  1/  - 

330 

490 

114 

169 

1,771 

.13 

March  _1/ - 

410 

590 

116 

200 

2,292 

.14 

April  1/  - 

540 

750 

174 

254 

2,184 

.14 

May  1/  - 

580 

790 

702 

774 

3,437 

.24 

June  1/  - 

610 

850 

272 

384 

3,923 

.25 

Annual  Totals 

1967  -  - 

4,595 

— 

2,870 

— 

42,100 

.25 

1968  -  — 

5,045 

— 

2,649 

— 

49,018 

.28 

1969  - 

5,700 

— 

2,481 

— 

42,869 

.24 

1970  1/  —  —  —  - 

5,600 

3,300 

62,000 

.34 

1/  Preliminary, 


All  work  stoppage*  known  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  its  various  cooperating  agencies,  involving  6  or  more  workers  end 
leeting  a  full  day  or  shift  or  longer,  are  included  in  this  table.  Figures  on  "workers  involved"  and  "man-days  idle"  cover  all  workers 
made  idle  for  as  long  as  one  shift  in  establishments  directly  involved  in  a  stoppage.  They  do  not  measure  the  indirect  or  secondary 
effects  on  other  establishments  or  industries  whose  employees  are  made  idle  as  a  result  of  material  or  service  shortages. 


U.  $.  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 

OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  20210 


USDL:  71-364 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
(202)  961-2091 

FOR  RELEASE:  IMMEDIATE 

Monday,  June  28,  1971 

WORK  STOPPAGES  -  May  1971 

Man-days  of  idleness  resulting  from  work  stoppages  accounted  for 

2.4  working  days  per  1,000  (.24  percent)  in  May,  according  to  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Labor* s  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics*  This  was  above  the 

1.4  working  days  per  1,000  for  April,  but  considerably  below  May  1970* s 
figure  of  5.5  working  days  per  1,000* 

The  580  stoppages  that  started  in  May  exceeded  the  540  total  for 
April,  but  were  below  the  750  for  May  of  1970*  The  number  of  workers 
involved  in  stoppages  beginning  in  May  was  substantially  higher  than  in 
April  or  May  1970*  Man-days  idle  in  May,  while  one-half  again  as  high 
as  April,  were  about  the  same  proportion  below  the  May  1970  figure* 

In  total,  790  stoppages  were  in  effect  during  May  1971,  with 
774,000  workers  out  and  3,437,000  man-days  lost*  The  comparable  figure 
for  the  previous  month  are  750  strikes  in  effect,  254,000  workers,  and 
2,184,000  man-days  idle*  Stoppages  in  effect  in  May  1970  numbered  960, 
idled  580,000  workers,  and  lasted  7,965,000  man-days. 

Seven  large  strikes  (5,000  or  more  workers  involved)  accounted  for 
74.5  percent  of  the  total  number  of  workers  out  and  41.3  percent  of  the 
man-days  idled.  The  stoppage  in  the  railroad  industry  alone,  involving 
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540,000  workers,  was  responsible  for  69.8  percent  of  the  total  figures. 

Two  of  the  seven  stoppages,  at  Teledyne  Motors  and  Crown- Zeller bach 
Corp. ,  were  carried  over  from  the  previous  month.  The  Teledyne  stoppage 
ended  in  May,  as  did  walkouts  at  two  other  firms.  At  the  end  of  the  month, 
workers  remained  idle  at  Crown-Zellerbach,  Consumers  Power  Corp.  in  Jackson, 
Michigan,  and  the  construction  industries  in  the  Delaware-Philadelphia  area, 
and  in  Harrisburg.  (See  table  1. ) 


Table  1.  Stoppages  involving  5,000  or  more  workers.  May  1971 


May 


Company 

Union 

Began 

Ended 

Workers 

Man-days 

involved 

1/  idle  1/ 

Railroad  industry, 

BRS 

5/17/71 

5/17/71 

540,100 

900,200 

interstate 

Construction  indus- 

IUOE 

5/3/71 

mm  mm 

8,000 

160,000 

try,  Delaware  & 
Eastern  Pa. 

Construction  indus- 

CJA 

5/1/71 

6,000 

120,000 

try,  Harrisburg, 
Pa. 

Bituminous  coal 

UMW 

5/14/71 

5/23/71 

5,800 

34,800 

mines,  Ohio  & 

W.  Va. 

(Ind.  ) 

Cr  own- Zeller  bach 

WPPW 

4/23/71 

mm  mm 

5,700 

113,200 

Corp. ,  Calif. , 

Ore. ,  &  Wash. 

(Ind. ) 

Consumers  Power  Co. 

uwu 

5/12/71 

_  - 

5,600 

72,800 

Jackson,  Mich. 

Teledyne  Conti- 

UAW 

3/1/71 

5/16/71 

5,000 

19,100 

nental  Motors 
Corp.,  inter¬ 
state 

(Ind. ) 

Total  --- 

-  576,200 

1,420,000 

1/  Preliminary 
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Table  2 
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! 

Petal 

I 

Number  of  stoppages 

Workers  involved  in  stoppages 

Man-days  idle  during  month  or  year 

Beginning  in 
month  or  year 

In  effect  during 
month 

Beginning  in 
month  or  year 
(thousands) 

In  effect  during 
month 
(thousands) 

Number 

(thousands) 

Percent  of  esti¬ 
mated  working 
time 

1969  May  --------------- 

723 

1,054 

286 

508 

4,745 

0.32 

June  --------------- 

565 

911 

215 

500 

4,723 

.31 

July  . 

528 

883 

255 

462 

4,311 

.27 

August  ------------- 

538 

915 

191 

395 

3,634 

.24 

September  ---------- 

554 

904 

186 

275 

2,193 

.15 

October  ------------ 

531 

850 

337 

421 

3,168 

.19 

November  ----------- 

324 

611 

131 

368 

4,308 

.31 

December  ----------- 

196 

446 

51 

276 

3,882 

.24 

1970  May  1/  2/  — . 

750 

960 

309 

580 

7,965 

.55 

June  1/  ------------- 

600 

840 

212 

428 

5,040 

.31 

July  1/  ------------- 

490 

750 

192 

354 

4,378 

.28 

August  1/  ----------- 

420 

700 

135 

202 

2,800 

.18 

September  1/  -------- 

550 

810 

539 

655 

7,625 

.50 

October  1/  --------- 

410 

650 

159 

608 

10,056 

.64 

November  1/  --------- 

270 

510 

72 

469 

6,458 

.45 

December  1/  --------- 

160 

370 

449 

527 

2,438 

.15 

1971  January  1/  ---------- 

280 

440 

222 

286 

2,709 

.19 

February  1/  --------- 

330 

490 

114 

169 

1,771 

.13 

March  1/  ---------- 

410 

590 

116 

200 

2,292 

.14 

April  1/  ------------ 

540 

750 

174 

254 

2,184 

.14 

May  1/  -------------- 

580 

790 

702 

774 

3,437 

.24 

Annual  Totals 

1967  . — 

4,595 

- 

2,870 

•• 

42,100 

.25 

1968  . - 

5,045 

•• 

2,649 

- 

49,018 

.28 

1969  . . 

5,700 

m 

2,481 

- 

42,869 

.24 

1970  1/  . 

5,600 

3,300 

62,000 

.34 

T7  Preliminary. 

2/  Revised* 


All  work  stoppages  known  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  its  various  cooperating  agencies,  involving  6  or  more  workers  and 
lasting  a  full  day  or  shift  or  longer,  are  included  in  this  table.  Figures  on  "workers  involved"  and  "man-days  idle"  cover  all  workers 
nwde  idle  for  as  long  as  one  shift  in  establishments  directly  involved  in  a  stoppega.  They  do  not  measure  the  indirect  or  secondary 
effects  on  other  establishments  or  industries  whose  employees  are  made  idle  as  a  result  of  material  or  service  shortages. 
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USDL :  71-239 

Bureau  of.  Labor  Statistics 
(202)  961-2091 


FOR  RELEASE:  11:00  A.M. 

Wednesday,  April  28,  1971 


WORK  STOPPAGES:  First  Quarter,  1971 
Man-days  of  idleness  resulting  from  work  stoppages  accounted  for 
1.5  per  1,000  working  days  (0.15  percent)  in  the  first  quarter  of  1971, 
according  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor's  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics. 
This  figure  was  slightly  less  than  the  1.7  per  1,000  level  (0.17  percent) 
reported  for  the  comparable  period  in  1970  and  considerably  below  the 
1.9  per  1,000  level  (0.19  percent)  recorded  in  the  first  quarter  of  1969. 

Time  lost  during  this  period  decreased  to  6.8  million  man-days  of 
idleness,  from  7.8  million  in  1970  and  8.2  million  in  1969.  Approximately 
516,000  workers,  or  0.73  percent  of  the  total  employment,  were  involved  in 
the  1,180  stoppages  that  were  in  effect  during  the  first  three  months  of 
1971.  The  comparable  figures  for  1970  were  633,000  workers,  0.89  percent 
of  employment,  and  1,100  strikes.  In  1969,  600,000  workers,  or  0.86 
percent  of  employment,  were  involved  in  1,332  strikes. 

Approximately  1,020  work  stoppages  began  during  the  first  quarter 
of  1971,  an  8.5  percent  increase  from  the  number  for  the  corresponding 
period  last  year  and  a  12.3  percent  decrease  from  1969.  These  strikes 
involved  452,000  workers,  compared  with  455,000  in  1970  and  520,000  in 
1969. 


All  measures  of  strike  activity  in  March  1971  were  above  those  of 
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February  1971  and,  except  for  workers,  were  generally  above  those  of  March 
in  the  previous  year.  Four  hundred  and  ten  work  stoppages  involving  116,000 
workers  began  in  March,  as  compared  with  330  stoppages  by  114,000  employees 
in  the  previous  month  and  390  strikes  by  294,000  workers  in  March  1970. 

In  total  590  strikes  involving  200,000  workers  and  2.3  million  man- 
days  idle  (1.4  per  1,000  working  days)  were  in  effect  in  March.  The 
comparable  figures  for  February  were  490  stoppages,  169,000  workers,  and 
1.8  million  man-days  (1.3  per  1,000  working  days).  In  the  previous  year, 
364,000  workers  were  involved  in  570  work  stoppages  which  entailed  2.2 
million  man-days  (1.4  per  1,000  working  days). 

Five  stoppages  in  March  involving  5,000  or  more  workers  accounted 
for  approximately  29  percent  of  the  workers  and  28  percent  of  total  idle¬ 
ness.  Two  strikes--auto  workers  at  the  General  Motors  plant  in  Janesville, 
Wise,  and  steelworkers  at  several  can  companies--continued  from  February. 
Three  other  large  work  stoppages  involved  workers  at  Teledyne  Continental 
Motors  in  five  States;  Eltra  Corp.  in  10  States;  and  an  association  of 
retail  stores--Food  Employers  Labor  Relations  Incor pora ted- - in  three  States. 

The  Food  Employers  strike  began  and  ended  in  March.  The  Teledyne  and  Eltra 
strikes  began  in  March  and  were  still  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  month. 


Labor  Dept. --Work  Stoppages,  First  Three  Months,  1967-1971 
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1/  Preliminary 


Labor  Dept. --Work  Stoppages,  Selected  Periods,  1967-March  1971 

Table  2 
Page  4 


Pefed 

Number  of  stoppages 

Workers  involved  in  stoppages 

Man-days  idle  during  month  or  year 

Beginning  in 
month  or  year 

In  effect  during 
month 

Beginning  in 
month  or  year 
(thousands) 

In  effect  during 
month 
(thousands) 

Number 

(thousands) 

Percent  of  esti¬ 
mated  working 
time 

1969  March  - 

436 

651 

158 

386 

2,413 

0.16 

April  - 

578 

831 

310 

462 

3,755 

.24 

May  - - 

723 

1,054 

236 

508 

4,745 

.32 

June  - - - 

565 

911 

215 

500 

4,723 

.31 

July  - 

528 

883 

255 

462 

4,311 

.27 

August  - - 

538 

915 

191 

395 

3,634 

.24 

September  ---------- 

554 

904 

186 

275 

2,193 

.15 

October  ---------- 

531 

850 

337 

421 

3,168 

.19 

November  --- - - 

324 

611 

131 

368 

4,308 

.31 

December  ---------- 

196 

446 

51 

276 

3,882 

.24 

1970  March  1/  ------- 

390 

570 

294 

364 

2,230 

.14 

April  I /  2/  — — 

600 

810 

429 

495 

5,450 

.34 

May  1/  2/  ---- 

750 

960 

309 

580 

7,965 

.55 

June  1/  ------- 

600 

840 

212 

428 

5,040 

.31 

July  1/  . 

490 

750 

192 

354 

4,378 

.28 

August  1/  ------- 

420 

700 

135 

202 

2,800 

.18 

September  1/  ------- 

550 

810 

539 

655 

7,625 

.50 

October  1/  ------- 

410 

650 

159 

608 

10,056 

.64 

November  1/  ------- 

270 

510 

72 

469 

6,458 

.45 

December  1/  ------- 

160 

370 

449 

527 

2,438 

.15 

1971  January  1/  ------- 

280 

440 

222 

286 

2,709 

.19 

February  1/  ------- 

330 

490 

114 

169 

1,171 

.13 

March  1/  ------- 

410 

590 

116 

200 

2,292 

.14 

Annual  Totals 

• 

1967  . . 

4,595 

mm 

2,870 

42,100 

.25 

1968  . 

5,045 

mm 

2,649 

- 

49,018 

.28 

1969  . 

5,700 

- 

2,481 

mm 

42,869 

.24 

1970  1/  . 

5,600 

3,300^ 

62,000 

.34 

_1/  Preliminary. 
2/  Revised. 


All  work  stoppage*  known  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  its  various  cooperating  agencies,  involving  6  or  more  workers  and 
tasting  a  full  day  or  shift  or  longer,  are  included  in  this  table.  Figures  on  "workers  involved"  and  "man-days  idle"  cover  all  workers 
made  idle  for  as  long  as  one  shift  in  establishments  directly  involved  in  a  stoppage.  They  do  not  measure  the  indirect  or  secondary 
effects  on  other  establishments  or  industries  whose  employees  are  made  idle  as  a  result  of  material  or  service  shortages. 
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WORK  STOPPAGES  -  February  1971 

Man-days  of  idleness  resulting  from  work  stoppages  decreased  from 
1.9  per  1,000  working  days  in  January  to  1.3  in  February  (from  0.19  percent 
to  0.13  percent),  according  to  the  U.S.  Department  of  Labor's  Bureau  of  Labor 
Statistics.  The  percentage  of  time  lost  was  the  lowest  since  February  1970. 

Approximately  330  stoppages  began  in  February,  compared  with  280  in 
the  previous  month  and  290  in  February  of  last  year.  The  number  of  workers 
involved  in  these  stoppages — 114,000 — was  well  below  the  222,000  in  January, 
but  slightly  above  the  106,000  in  February  1970.  Work  stoppages  in  February 
1971  were  smaller  on  the  average  than  in  February  1970  or  January  1971 — 345 
workers,  365,  and  759,  respectively. 

There  were  490  stoppages  in  effect  during  February  involving  169,000 
workers  and  1,771,000  man-days  idle.  Last  year  the  460  stoppages  in  effect 
were  of  longer  duration  (1,820,000  man-days  idle)  and  larger  (296,000  workers 
idle) . 

A  significant,  but  declining,  portion  of  the  idleness  was  traced  to 
the  occurrence  of  large  strikes.  In  February,  four  work  stoppages  each 
involving  5,000  or  more  workers  accounted  for  30  percent  of  the  month's 


* 


- 

. 


2 


workers  and  22  percent  of  the  idleness.  Three  of  these  stoppages  began  in 
February,  but  only  one  was  in  effect  at  the  end  of  the  month  as  follows: 


Company 


Began  Ended 


_ February _ 

Workers  Man-days 

involved  1/  idle  1/ 


Can  Co.'s -  2/15/71  —  32,000  320,000 

(interstate) 

Whirlpool  Corp.  -  10/17/70  2/3/71  7,800  23,400 

(Evansville,  Ind. ) 

North  American  -  2/2/71  2/7/71  5,300  21,200 

Rockwell  (inter¬ 
state) 

McCall's  -  2/1/71  2/4/71  5,000  20,000 

(Dayton,  Ohio) 


Total  -  50,100  384,600 


1/  Preliminary 


:  *  .v:B  ! 


' 


■  • 

LABOR  DEPT. — Work  Stoppages,  Selected  Periods  February  1971 
Table  1 


Number  ol  stoppages  j  Worker?  involved  in  stoppages  Man-days  idle  during  month  or  year 


Peed 

Beginning  in 
month  or  year 

In  affect  during 
month 

Beginning  in 
month  or  ysar 
i  (thousands) 

In  effect  during 
month 
(thousands) 

Number 

(thousands) 

Percent  ol  esti¬ 
mated  working 
time 

1971  February  1/  - 

330 

490 

114 

169 

1,771 

0.13 

January  1/ - - 

280 

440 

222 

286 

2,709 

.19 

1970  December  1/  - 

160 

370 

449 

527 

2,438 

,15 

November  1/  - 

270 

510 

72 

469 

6,458 

.45 

October  1/  - 

410 

650 

159 

608 

10,056 

.64 

September  1/  - 

550 

810 

539 

655 

7,625 

.50 

August  1/  - 

420 

700 

135 

202 

2,800 

.18 

July  1/  - 

490 

750 

192 

354 

4,378 

.28 

June  1/  - 

600 

840 

212 

428 

5,040 

.31 

May  1/  21  — 

750 

960 

309 

580 

7,965 

.55 

April  1/  2/  — 

600 

810 

429 

495 

5,450 

.34 

March  1/  - 

390 

570 

294 

364 

2,230 

.14 

February  1/  - 

290 

460 

106 

296 

1,820 

.13 

Annual  Totals 

1970  1/  - 

5,600 

3,300 

62,000 

.34 

1969  —  -  - 

5,700 

— 

2,481 

— 

42,869 

.24 

1968  -  -  _ 

5,045 

— 

2,649 

49,018 

.28 

1967  - - - - 

1 

4,595 

2,870 

42,100 

1 

| 

.25 

1/  Preliminary. 
2/  Revised. 


All  work  stoppages  known  to  tha  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  its  various  cooperating  agencies,  involving  6  or  more  workers  and 
lasting  a  full  day  or  shift  or  longer,  are  included  m  this  table  Figure*  on  "workers  invol^d"  and  "man-days  idle"  cover  all  workers 
made  idle  for  as  long  as  one  shift  in  establishments  directly  involved  in  a  stoppage.  They  do  not  measure  the  indirect  or  secondary 
effects  on  other  aataUishments  or  industries  whose  employees  are  made  idle  as  a  reeult  of  material  or  service  shortages. 
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OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  20210 
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FOR  RELEASE:  A.M.  Editions 

Friday,  February  26,1971 

WORK  STOPPAGES  -  JANUARY  1971 

Man-days  of  idleness  in  the  first  month  of  1971  increased  to  .19  percent 
of  estimated  working  time,  according  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor's  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics.  This  figure  was  slightly  above  the  .15  percent  for 
December  1970,  but  well  below  the  .25  percent  for  January  1970. 

Approximately  280  stoppages  began  in  January,  compared  to  160  in 
December  and  260  in  January  of  last  year.  The  number  of  workers  involved  in 
these  stoppa ges--222, 000--wa s  well  below  the  449,000  in  December  (360,000  of 
whom  were  idled  by  the  interstate  railroad  strike)  but  well  above  the  55,000 
in  January  1970. 

There  were  440  stoppages  in  effect  during  January  1971,  with  2,709,000 
man-days  of  idleness  involving  286,000  workers.  A  year  earlier,  the  420 

1  * 

stoppages  in  effect  were  of  longer  duration  (3,730,000  man-days  idle)  but 
'*  smaller  (233,000  workers  idle). 

Nine  stoppages  of  5,000  or  more  workers  accounted  for  a  major  portion 
of  the  workers  (62.1  percent)  and  man-days  idle  (58.8  percent)  in  January 
1971.  Three  of  these  strikes  started  in  1970.  Only  three  of  the  nine  were 


in  effect  at  the  end  of  the  month 


-  2  - 


January 

Company 

Began 

Ended 

Workers  1/ 
involved 

Man-days  1/ 
idle 

Westinghouse  Electric 
Corp.  (Lester,  Pa.) 

8/28/70 

1/22/71 

8,600 

92,300 

General  Motors  Corp.  2/ 
(Intersta  te ) 

9/14/70 

1/25/71 

15,000 

126,000 

New  York  Police  Dept. 

(New  York  City) 

1/14/71 

1/19/71 

25,000 

150,700 

New  York  Telephone  Co. 
(Intrasta  te ) 

1/11/71 

1/24/71 

48,500 

351,000 

Oil  Refineries 
( Intersta  te ) 

1/1/71 

5,400 

42,200 

Whirlpool  Corp. 

(Evansville,  Ind. ) 

10/17/70 

7,800 

156,000 

International  Harvester 
( Intersta  te ) 

1/13/71 

1/31/71 

40,000 

520,000 

Chicago  Teachers 
(Chicago,  Ill.  ) 

1/12/71 

1/17/71 

22,400 

89,600 

Eaton,  Yale  and 

Towne  (Interstate) 

1/13/71 

5 , 00Q 

65,300 

Tota 1  - 

•  177,700 

1,593,100 

1/  Preliminary. 

2/  National  contract  was  ratified  November  23,  1970,  last  plant  ratified 


on  date  shown. 


LABOR  DEPT. — Work  Stoppages,  Selected  Periods  January  1971 
Table  1 


Period 

Number  of  stoppages 

Workers  involved  in  stoppages 

Man-days  idle  during  month  or  year 

Beginning  in 
month  or  year 

In  effect  during 
month 

Beginning  in 
month  or  year 
(thousands) 

In  effect  during 
month 
(thousands) 

Number 

(thousands) 

Percent  of  esti¬ 
mated  working 
time 

1971  January  1 /  - 

280 

440 

222 

286 

2,709 

0.19 

1970  December  1/  - 

160 

370 

449 

527 

2,438 

.15 

November  \J - 

270 

'  510 

72 

469 

6,458 

.45 

(Qttober  1/ - 

410 

650 

159 

608 

10,056 

.64 

September_l/ - 

550 

810 

539 

655 

7,625 

.50 

August  1/  - 

420 

700 

135 

202 

2,800 

.  18 

July  1/  - 

490 

750 

192 

354 

4,378 

.28 

June  1/  - 

600 

840 

212 

428 

5,040 

.31 

May  1/  2/  - 

750 

960 

309 

580 

7,965 

.55 

April  1/  2/  - 

600 

810 

429 

495 

5,450 

,34 

March  1/  - 

390 

570 

294 

364 

2,230 

.14 

February  1/  - 

290 

460 

106 

296 

1,820 

.13 

January  1/  - 

260 

420 

55 

233 

3,730 

.25 

Annual  Totals 

1970  1/  - 

5,600 

3,300 

62,000 

.34 

1969  - 

5,700 

— 

2,481 

— 

42,869 

.24 

1968  —  —  -  - 

5,045 

— 

2,649 

— 

49,018 

.28 

1967  - 

4,595 

2,870 

\ 

42,100 

.25 

1/  Preliminary. 
2  /  Revi  s  ed . 


All  work  stoppage*  known  to  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  its  various  cooperating  agencies,  involving  6  or  more  workers  and 
lasting  a  full  day  or  shift  or  longer,  are  included  in  this  table.  Figures  on  "workers  involved"  and  "man-days  idle"  cover  all  workers 
trade  idle  for  as  long  as  one  shift  in  establishments  directly  involved  in  a  stoppage.  They  do  not  measure  the  indirect  or  secondary 
effects  on  other  establishments  or  industries  whose  employees  are  made  idle  as  a  result  of  material  or  service  shortages. 


■ 


' 
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